From: Finn Liss [

Sent: Tuesday, May 19, 2026 11:15 PM
To: City Council <citycouncil@cityofsebastopol.gov>

Go: ki Austin I

Subject: General Public Comment: A&M BBQ Public Support

Dear Mayor, Members of the City Council, and City Staff,
We wanted to take a moment to sincerely thank the community for the overwhelming support we have
received following our recent public letter regarding A&M BBQ’s current situation.

Over the past several days, hundreds of customers, neighbors, local business owners, and supporters
have reached out to us through emails, social media, direct messages, phone calls, and in-person
conversations. The response has been emotional and deeply meaningful for our entire team.

Attached to this email are screenshots representing just a small portion of the comments and messages
we have received from community members expressing support for our business, our staff, and our
efforts to find a long-term solution.

Many of these messages speak not only about the food we serve, but about the role A&M BBQ has played
in bringing people together, supporting local events, creating jobs, and contributing to Sebastopol’s small
business community. We are incredibly grateful for the kindness and encouragement people have shown
us.

Our hope is simply to be granted reasonable time to transition responsibly so we can keep our business
operating, continue employing our staff, and avoid an abrupt disruption to the livelihoods of the people

who depend on A&M BBQ.

Thank you again for your time, consideration, and continued dialogue. We appreciate the opportunity to
work collaboratively toward a solution.

The letter we wrote to the public:






To everyone who has supported us, reached out
respectfully, or recognized the effort we are making
during this difficult time, thank you.

Thank you for taking the time to hear our perspective,
Kris & Finn

The response on Instagram:

2% ambbqlic & and 2 others

Sebastopol, California

To Our Neighbors and the Sebastopol Community,

Over the past few months, we have heard the concerns
about smoke, air quality, traffic, and the impact our
growth has had on the surrounding neighborhood.
After reading the public comments from the May 5th,
2026 City Council meeting, we felt it was important to
speak directly to the community.

We care about being good neighbors. A&M BBQ was
built in Sebastopol because it is our home. Kris Austin,
his wife, Tyanna, and her family, are longtime locals.
Their children go to school here. We love it here.

Over the years, we have donated food, supported local
organizations, participated in community events, and
tried to contribute positively to the local economy and
culture.

We acknowledge the community’s concerns, but we
want to respectfully clarify a few things.

A&M BBQ is not an industrial wholesale meat

tion facility or “factory.” We are not shipping
broduced products outside the county. We are a
dUrant and catering business. The food we prepare
“our guests and clients.
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(i cali_ade707 5d by author

U If you want to come out to Sonoma, we
would love to have you a d the building
Sonoma Eats just vacated is a perfect
space

Reply Reply withareel Hide

View 1 previous reply

2 cali_ade707 5d by author
)

@ambbgllc 18133 Sonoma Hwy,
Sonoma, CA 95476

Reply Reply with areel Hide

View 1 more reply
chefpmistry & 6d by author
Love yall! Sad that some folks have time to
complain about other folks just making
delicious food & serving our community i,
~a fa e
Reply Reply with areel Hide

@ Reply to chefpmistry...

-

amkrispitmaster1 5d
@chefpmistry thank you Chef§ =7
Reply Hide

hscrocker1978 5d by author
Hurrah Finn!

As a born and raised Sonoma County gal |
appreciate your thoughtful and honest
letter. We need more people like you in this
world! Best to A&M BBQ. ofs ofs ofs

laiddbackzach 6d

We know what this is about! | know you
won't let it slow yo motion though. Your
professionalism, hustle and amazing food &
service will overcome any obstacles and
ultimately continue to push you towards
greatness.

Reply Hide

V)




° jbonesq 5d y author

| am standing with Kris Austin and the entire
A&M BBQ family on this one. Small family
businesses are the backbone of
communities built with sacrifice, long hours,
faith, and heart. It is disappointing to see
people so quick to tear down local families
who are working hard to provide for their
community instead of offering support,
grace, and constructive solutions.

A&M BBQ has shown accountability, and a
willingness to work with the community
while continuing to serve the people of
Sebastopol. That deserves respect! No
business is perfect, but trying to shame or
push out a local family run operation
through constant negativity and rhetoric
helps no one. Communities grow stronger
when they work together, not when we try
to destroy what neighbors have built
through years of hard work. Keep your
heads up, Kris and A&M family. The silent
majority sees your effort, your integrity, and
your heart for the community. Wishing
continued growth, wisdom, and success for
ASMBBQ. $ A & & &

Reply Reply with areel Hide
naacpsonoma 5d - © by author

So sorry you all have to deal with this! Let
us know if we can be of additional support.

NAACP

Reply Reply with areel Hide

& amkrispitmaster1 4d
@naacpsonoma absolutely thank you
so much!

Reply Hide

juiceboxx52 & 6d - ©© by author

THOUGHTFUL RESPONSE FROM TOP TIER
OPERATORS# 4 Said folks have clearly
yet to try what their big fuss about. They'd
be about facing right quick. @7

Reply Reply with areel Hide




beautiifulstar 5d - = by author

Thank you guys so much for your continual
support of my brother!!! He's worked so
hard to make his dream a reality!!! %

Reply Reply with areel Hide

@ Reply to beautiifulstar...

livsmommie87 6d by author
We welcome you in Santa Rosa % %9 %0 %9

Reply Reply withareel Hide

@ Reply to livsmommie87...

jennbagwell11 5d - © by author

Reply Reply with areel Hide

@ Reply to jennbagwell11...
alyssaradcliff17 6d by author

| can't believe people would complain about
this. You guys are the best!

Reply Reply with areel Hide

@ Reply to alyssaradcliff17...

wavyhaitiannegus 6d - = by author

Man 10 toes down you know we got your
back! Best BBQ in Sonoma. Idk who's
complaining but they need to sit down
somewhere and enjoy the sun and some
brisket @) . Keep doin yall thang

goldenstatemamas 6d - © by author
’ You all are amazing! §
Reply Reply with areel Hide

@ Reply to goldenstatemamas...

ethicciders 5d - by author
You hade our support A&M !
Reply Reply with areel Hide

@ Reply to ethicciders...

hipandhistoricsonoma 5d by author

% Love you all! Keep smokin. | hope this
resolves in the best way possible.

Reply Reply with areel Hide

@ Reply to hipandhistoricsonoma...

bigsanch422 6d by author

People love to bring others down when they
are succeeding and growing. Keep up the
good, consistent work in this struggling
economy and difficult time to be a
restaurant owner.

Reply Reply with areel Hide

» jbrinkss98 5d - @ by author

| and many of us, I'm sure will support you
and your business and whatever decision
you need to make to keep the community

happy.

kenduspice 4d - © by author

We all know the quality, care, love, and fun
that you have brought to Sebastopol. Keep
up the amazing work. We are all here and
support you.

Reply Reply with areel Hide
Reply to kenduspice...

mercedes_rnz 6d - © by author

Y'all are the only reason i go to Sebastopol
lol Proud of you guys for creating such a
good community & having open
communication to the people around y'all.
Best of luck to Kris & A&M team §

Reply Reply with areel Hide
Reply to mercedes_rnz...

kozfamilyranch # 6d - © by author
We love you guys!
Reply Reply withareel Hide

Reply to kozfamilyranch...

tammy__berry 4d - © by author

Kris and the A&M family have always
stepped up and dedicated so much time
and energy into our community! They give
back always! Please support A&M BBQ!!
They deserve it.




sarah_c_owens & 5d - © by author

What a talented addition A & M BBQ is to
the Seb community. I'd happily be your
neighbor, just to eat it and appreciate the
fragrance of your smoked food more often!
We don’t deserve you!

Reply Reply with areel Hide

ambbqllc @ 5d - Author
&
@sarah_c_owens thank you so much

v

Reply

artnok_a 6d - © by author

Carefully articulated. Well done.

Reply Reply with areel Hide
ambbgllc # 5d - Author
@artnok_a thank you 4
Reply

allieman94 5d - = by author

Reply Reply with areel Hide

ﬁ alphabetsnoop 6d - * by author
Come to Rosa bro Sebastopol doesn't
deserve you

Reply Reply with areel Hide

. majorinwhiskey @ 6d - = by author
Might be time to move on! | enjoyed my
short time in Sebastopol, particularly your
food... but this is a bit much

Reply Reply with areel Hide

@ Reply to majorinwhiskey... .
a seanlumibao 5d - * by author

p < . 3 5
oaktreedental_sebastopol 5d - * by author | have 1 complaint... And it's regarding the

A&M bbq has been such a great addition to smell they're saying is in the air from the
the community, | would challenge city smoked bbq I'm guessing? Well since |
council to show air quality reports and don't live in Sebastopol and cannot enjoy
traffic studies as I'm sure this is all an the smell that your smokers produce, can
assumption. There are other restaurants you make a candle with that scent? Cause
that billow smoke cooking their chicken just damn | love that smell!! & My complaint is
down the road and I've never heard of a that you haven't created a candle yet to
complaint there. My team and | Io_ve getting mimic A&M BBQ... I'd be grateful to have
Lllere ] i e e UL Ty that scent around! Haha! Keep up the great

options here in Sebastopol. City council i : d all d lit :
needs to focus on real issues in Sebastopol 004, service, and all around quality guys:

and stop trying to appease a few grumpy @ambhbgllc is my favorite place to eat by far.
residents. I've told everyone about it.




I jeff_belloil 6d -

itsmeeee_jessicaaa 6d -

BBQ smell is the type of smell | could wake
up to every morning

by author

Reply Reply with areel Hide

by author

Complaining about the smoke from a bbq
restaurant is wild & come to rosa guys!
Hide

Reply Reply with a reel

centeringdisability @ 6d -
So many Black Lives Matters signs in town
— until it comes to actually supporting
black neighbors and black owned
businesses. Truly sorry you're dealing with
this pressure.

by author

Reply Reply with areel Hide

Reply to centeringdisability...

View 2 more replies

nOrcalmom 2d -
Best smell ever, I'd never complain
Hide

by author

Reply Reply with a reel

moe_hong 3d -
Personally | really like the smell!!!
Hide

by author

Reply Reply with a reel

good.night.sweetdreams 4d -
Come to Kenwood!

by author

Reply Reply with areel Hide

plants_dirt_and_me_charlotte 6d -
Wow complaints about bar-b-que smell. |

would say Sebastopol doesn't deserve to
have you there. §

by author

Reply Reply with areel Hide

mumtimes4 5d -

Lifelong Seb resident here. In fact, my
family owned the market that occupied this
same spot for my entire childhood. | also
live two houses down the street from those
complaining. | have never been
overwhelmed by the smoke, smell or
anything negative generated by A&M.
Honestly, | was surprised when | read the
happenings of the last council meeting.
Anyway... just wanted to say that | love you
guys and will be extremely sad if you do
move. You bring so much to that corner and
it's been great seeing you thrive.

Reply Hide

by author

Reply with a reel

3 dicktipp 3d - @ by author - Edited
% Why is the north bay so entitled? We should
welcome people and businesses like yours

into our communities.

Al

_hsalz_ 3d

| live in Sebastopol and know many that do -
and have not heard one complaint except
that you all sell out too fast. This must be a
handful of people with nothing better to do.
Don't sacrifice your business stability for a
few complainers. If you move, you move but
only to better. We love having you in our
community. %

Reply

by author

Reply with areel Hide

nsbusc 5d

| housesit 0.09 miles away. 475 feet. That's
all. What smell and air quality issues? My
complaint is | *can't* smell it!

Reply Hide

by author

Reply with a reel

smokedbaked 5h -

They don't want no smoke! 2 Seriously
though, all good things come with haters.
I'll have to come through and try soon.
Great way to address the community. Much
respect!!

by author - Edited

N
@

lindsaycalifornia 1d yy author

We hope A&M will always be in Seb town!!!
Post your wish list for a future location and
the whole community will be on the lookout
for you!!! Let the universe do its thing!

Reply Reply with areel Hide

misssa.xo 5d by author

¥ Yall better leave A&M alone! Such a gem of

a spot to have here in town!! Support small
businesses, support black owned
businesses.

On the bright side I'm glad yall have been
looking for a new location due to THE
GROWTH your business has experienced.
Says more than enough for the love your
business receives! %

Reply Reply with areel Hide

. d_e_e_money 5d by author

Come on down the road to Cotati. We could
use some great BBQ! @

Reply Reply with areel Hide

songformation 2d by author

" Most folks who came to Sebastopol and

rural areas to try to "get back to the land" in
the 70s and 80s were DEFINITELY heating
their homes with woodsmoke. | know
because | was one of their kids, and all we
had was a wood burning stove. IT SMELLS
SO GOOD. Keep burning and making your
great food.




pippas_place_sebastopol 5d by author
4 )

We are a block away and love it! People
complain about everything these days...
keep up the awesome work and BBQ for the
community to enjoy!

Reply Reply with areel Hide

moniqueeg._ 5d - = by author

A&M is such an amazing spot in town from
the food to the vibes they bring. You guys
are amazing hands down. Keep it up!! | can't
believe someone would complain.

Reply Reply with areel Hide

napamama 2d by author
Go to Forestville!
Reply Reply with areel Hide

thepunchdownsebastopol 5d by author

Ppl always gonna find something to
complain about.. come to The Barlow!!! &

Reply Reply with areel Hide

secret_agent_ann 5d - @ by author

Fourth generation Sebastopolian here...|
have not been to your restaurant yet, but |
have heard great things about it. My hubs
and | will be in ASAP to enjoy your food and
support your business. See you soon!

Reply Reply with areel Hide

holapeter 4d by author

Love you guys! Sebastopol messed up on
this one :/

4vrknight_dude 2d by author - Edited

o This is what happens when a few crab

apples have an outsized voices and ruin it

for the rest of the community, which either
doesn’t mind, doesn't care, or just want to
enjoy the fruits of local business output.

Reply Reply withareel Hide

q. danielleehuskey 4d - * by author

Some of the best, legit barbecue I've ever
had. This Texan is grateful y'all are so
close... But if Sebastopol gets a little too
snobby for y'all, we'd love to have you in
Petaluma.

Reply Reply withareel Hide

ponyj 5d by author

We looooove you guys!!! Zero complaints
and we love you in this community. Best
baseball fan and beyond. You've got our
100% support!

Reply Reply with areel Hide

ncostanzo 5d by author

Great messaging here , hopefully a path
forward can be found that makes sense.

Reply Reply withareel Hide

headkase13 5d - = by author

We love you all AND had no idea there was
any feedback like this, but once again, you
are such a gentleman and address it with
such class, kindness and respect. We love
having you in Sebastopol. You belong here
and we are proud to support your business
and your family.

thesonomalocal 5d by author

The smell of delicious bbq filling the air is a
problem that doesn't exist! Keep dem meats
smoking y'all!

Reply Reply withareel Hide

postcardsfromcountry 2d by author

We support you! ¢4 Thank you for being
part of the community.

Reply Reply with areel Hide

doc_lulu86 3d by author

| rarely go to Sebastopol because of some
of the issues already mentioned that drive
me bonkers, but | will 100% be coming out
to pay you a visit. Food looks delish, the
only thing | miss about the few yearsl lived
in Texas is the bbg. Hope they stop giving
you trouble or that you find a new home
that feels more welcoming!

Reply Reply withareel Hide

gavinleerock 6d - © by author

| feel you, they complain about loud music
all the time with our band. Hey but maybe

moving closer to me wouldn't be so bad @
#Windsor

Reply Reply withareel Hide

ashantijjackson 6d by author

Wow. | can’t believe this is a complaint.
A&M is top class

spiritwingsranch 5d - © by author

We got you, shame on those who just
complain. It should be an open
conversation to find a solution.

Reply Reply with areel Hide

margaretschrock 4d - © by author

Coming to support you this weekend.
Craving some amazing BBQ! @

Reply Reply withareel Hide

bluibrunette 5d - = by author

Wishing you the best, but honestly..... That
town doesn't deserve you. | know how hard
it was when you first started and look how
far you have come. May God hear your
prayers and help guide towards a solution
that encourages your further success. A |
would say....I miss your BBQ. When | was
living in SR and homesick for BBQ, your
BBQ saved me! Now | am back in Hill
Country, TX. BBQ places everywhere! | have
yet to find a spot that has BBQ as tasty as
yours!




=% ms.buhn 5d

thinkingskillzforrealz 4d by author
@ambbgllc | love your guys's food by the
way. Your brisket goes incredibly hard.

Reply Reply withareel Hide

jarrette3000 4d by author

Well said! Yalls food is amazing and service
is always top tier! People will complain
about anything!

Reply Reply withareel Hide

wen23wen 4d

Best BBQ | have ever had! | do agree that
you could use more parking but it is only
because you are so popular!

Reply Reply with areel Hide

by author

herba_rosa 5d by author

| haven't noticed much smoke coming off of
there. Or much traffic either, tbh

Reply Reply with areel Hide

View 1 more reply

by author

I'm sorry people are giving you trouble.
Please know people value your restaurant.

Reply Reply withareel Hide

tania_chatila 5d - © by author

You guys are amazing and this community
is lucky to have you and your business!

Reply Reply withareel Hide

4& joysafina 5d

¥ Best bbq around!!!!

&’% mrbigsmoke318 5d - * by author
i Spring, Tx will welcome you with open arms

Reply Reply with areel Hide

by author

Reply Reply with areel Hide

iron_lady_aaa 5d by author

We would so welcome you in Rohnert Park,

Reply Reply with areel Hide

bunchofgirls 5d by author
The best food! We are so lucky to have you

Reply Reply with areel Hide

monicabugica 5d - © by author
Come up north! We would love to have you.
Reply Reply with areel Hide

nangelostafford 5d by author

You know you have our support! % | had
no idea this was happening, and this is a
wonderful, respectful response. You guys
are awesome!!

Reply Reply with areel Hide

the.healthydoll 5d - = by author

We LOVE you and the amazing work you are
doing. Keep making magic babes! @ & &

rodriguezfamilyof5 5d by author
Great response! §§
Reply Reply with areel Hide

gew_ag_99 6d by author

This Texan loves getting my BBQ fix at
A&M! That smoke smell makes me
nostalgic for home. Keep up the great
work!

Reply Reply with areel Hide

 msriddle 5d by author

an
'3'1“

Great food! Keep it going!!
Reply Reply with areel Hide

annepr28 5d by author
Great people and great barbecue! %

Reply Reply with areel Hide

mr_campos707 5d by author
Keep the Smoke Rolling!! Amazing all
around, food and people! %

Reply Reply with areel Hide

e.w.patterson 5d by author

Best BBQ around!!! And the friendliest staff!
Reply Reply with areel Hide

nickithewolfe 5d by author

Classy! ¢4
Reply Reply with areel Hide

donnaperez9474 5d by author
& Love me some A&M best barbecue ever

é

& onlychlld_ 5d -

antstagram28 5d by author

You guys are amazing and a great part of
the community, don't let a few bad apples
spoil the bunch. The complainers and
negativity are always the loudest, so I'm
glad you spoke out directly to the
community. Sebastopol needs good food
and lunch options, my staff and | love
having lunch at A&M, please don't let the
few noisy haters make you think otherwise.
I'm happy to support in anyway | can.

Reply Reply with areel Hide

=

by author

all the love and support. always reach out
over insta to your support system/
customers. i suspect a solution will present
itself. yall are the kindest folks and deserve
the quality of love you give to the
community and to your food. & £

Reply Reply with areel Hide

neis18 5d - @ by author

Cali-Texan here! | love the smell of a good
smoke pit!

Reply Reply with areel Hide

=% _clairepeyton 5d - @ by author - Edited

Thanks for working so hard to bring this
type of food, at the quality you are doing it,
to the area!




16andie 5d by

|
=’ This was so thoughtfully written. | drive

through there daily at various times and
have never had a problem with the traffic

Reply Reply with areel Hide

bmsfox 5d by author

Live a few blocks away and only thing | wish
was that | got to eat at your spot more
often. You are great stewards of and
contributors to the community, says a lot for
you to respond this way with an open ear
and mins. | don't hope you move for my
sake since you are so close, but do hope
you get all the space and support to
continue to thrive wherever that is!

Reply Reply with areel Hide

allisonrich 5d by author

We hope you stay in Sebastopol. You're our
fav BBQ spot. §§

Reply Reply with areel Hide

bluibrunette 5d by author
Come to New Braunfels, TX !l
Reply Reply with areel Hide

khanson2814 5d - = by author

| love A&M bbqg so much! Would personally
be dangerous for me to live so close
because I'd eat there daily. %

Reply Reply with areel Hide

i 707martymar 6d - © by author

} Much love to you guys, can't please
everyone especially these days. Appreciate
all that you guys do. | got 2 eggs in the
backyard and have a neighbor that doesn’t
like the smoke &

Reply Reply with areel Hide

odearjenzhere 6d - © by author
we need you in santa rosa!!!
Reply Reply with areel Hide

22kingj 6d - @ by author
Come to santa rosa
Reply Reply with areel Hide

hannahtaylormoore 6d - © by author

come to cotati! would do wonders over
here! love driving by and smelling bbq §

%, teamskippy4 5 y autt

Long time Sebastopol family ,my spouse
third generation here as well. It's sad our
city council has turned away from local
family growth in their business,not working
to help find solutions they seem ok to loose
a great business over literally 4 people
complaining. Maybe they should relocate.
City council is ok with corporate stores like
grocery outlet over a family ran business
that contributes to Sebastopol community.
It's a Sad day if you leave. We will follow you
A&M bbg where ever you go. W

Reply Reply withareel Hide

carrnivoracious 5d oy author

You guys are welcome to set up at my
place. My neighbors won't mind.
Reply Ref areel Hide

hops_and_heels 5d y aut

If I lived nearby, my only complaint would be
being drawn in and eating too much of your
good food! We live near a restaurant and |
love being able to smell their cooking from
our house. Maybe you just need to come to
Santa rosa!

Reply Reply withareel Hide

sydnie.brewer17 5d by author

The good outweighs the bad....| hope the
people complaining figure that out before
they try and ruin something good! %




[‘,. medhamoore 5d by author - Edited
-

4 Embarrassing, as a fairly new Sebastopolian
myself. | literally just drove by your spot in a
convertible and smelled nothing. | was
sniffing hard too cuz | wanted that smell in
my nose holes. Main Street traffic is a whole
other issue, which | understand why you'd
want an easier spot to be in. Whatever you
end up doing, | hope it's not cuz
complainers drove you out. | remember
something similar in Berkeley when
Popeyes came in too. People just need to
find their own joy and let us have ours. %

Reply Reply withareel Hide

_hakunamytatas_ 5d r

People are seriously complaining about
this? Unreal. Some people have nothing
better to do. @ We love you @ambbglic !
Please stay in Seb. You'd make a killing in
the Barlow area! Either way, we've got your
back.

Reply Reply withareel Hide
raider.na.shaun 5d by author
They should be so lucky to smell your bbq

Reply Reply with areel Hide

artxcursion £
vaish you guys could come to the Barlow
v

Reply Reply with areel Hide

- tht_joez_garcia 5d by author
Come to RP i§

Reply Reply with areel Hide

noraspecioso 6d by hor
Still have to make it out there! 8§ §
Reply Reply with areel Hide

lindalou5150 5d
.oh, I'd be so thrilled!
Reply Hide

ben5hore 3d by author
Best bbq in the Bay, hands down. Maybe all

of California. We know what this is about
and the rest of us won't stand for it §

With gratitude,
Kris Austin, Finn Liss, and the A&M BBQ Team



Finn Liss
Co-owner &
Head of Operations

A&M BBQ

c: I
495 S Main Street
Sebastopol, CA

95472

Olin






