Proposed Amendments to Chapter 17.120

Sign Regulations
Draft for DRB review — July 22, 2026

Edits since last meeting:

1. Digital signs — Defined “Electronic/Digital Sign” (with exclusions for state-required displays,
equipment screens, interior displays, and government signs), added digital signs to the prohibited list,
closed the change-of-copy and indoor-screen loopholes, barred digital faces on monument signs, and
made any digital sign exception expire when the tenant changes.

2. Portable signs in the CD Central Core — One sign per ground-floor storefront, no more than two per
parcel, with materials standards and removal after hours.

3. Banners and feather flags — Feather flags are named on the prohibited list; banner displays are
capped at 30 days per year, or 60 for a new business granted an extension.

4. Murals and art — A mural may carry business content on up to 25% of its area without counting as
signage, and art or logos near a permitted sign no longer count against sign area.

5. Projecting signs — The six-square-foot cap now applies per face, with conforming edits in three
sections.

6. lllumination — The City may inspect a sign’s lighting after installation and require dimming or
shielding.

7. Enforcement — Each unpermitted sign counts as a separate daily violation, violations follow the same
escalating process as building code enforcement, and public reporting plus an annual report to the DRB
replaces the quarterly-sweep idea.

8. Plain-language introduction — “The Spirit of This Chapter,” proposed as a new opening section of the
code.

How to Read This Document

This document consolidates proposed edits to Chapter 17.120 (Sign Regulations). Each edit shows the
current code, the proposed change, and a short note on why it matters. The goal is to make the changes
easy to review section by section.

Most of the edits fall into four groups: keeping digital screens off our streets (the definition in
17.120.050, with related edits in 020, 030, 040, 060, and 080), raising the quality of sidewalk signs and
banners, making room for murals and real art, and giving enforcement teeth. Several of the digital sign
provisions overlap on purpose; each one closes a different door.



The Spirit of This Chapter

Proposed as a new introductory section of Chapter 17.120.

Sebastopol’s sign rules exist so that walking through town still feels like Sebastopol, not a stretch of any
suburban corridor in California. Good signage is legible, warm, and built to last, using materials and craft
that hold up over the years. This chapter is meant to set a baseline; builders and business owners are
encouraged to go further, to commission real artwork, and to treat their storefronts and walls as a
canvas. Some of these rules ask for restraint: on digital displays, oversized banners, and clutter. The goal
is to protect the conditions that make good design possible, not to discourage ambition. The Design
Review Board would rather approve something distinctive and well-made than merely compliant. Please
take a moment to review the City's adopted Design Review Guidelines, which include a section on signs.

17.120.020 — Permits, Fees, and Exceptions

A. Change of Copy — Exclude Digital Signs
Source: 17.120.020(A)(3)(e) — administrative review for change of copy

Current code:

Change of copy only on an existing, approved sign if the same sign structure will be used, the area of
lettering is substantially the same as that previously approved, and no change in illumination is
proposed. Change of copy requests for signs that previously received sign exception approval are not
eligible for administrative review and shall be reviewed by the Design Review Board.

Proposed text:

Add this sentence at the end: “This administrative review allowance does not apply to any
Electronic/Digital Sign as defined in SMC 17.120.050.”

Why this matters: Today’s rule lets staff approve copy changes administratively. We don’t want that path
used to swap a static sign face for a digital screen without DRB review.

B. Portable Signs in CD Central Core
Source: 17.120.020(A)(3)(d)(i) — portable sign count

Current code:

No more than one (double-faced) sign per parcel of property.

Proposed text:

In the CD Central Core District, one (double-faced) portable sign is permitted per ground-floor tenant
space with a public-facing entrance; provided that no parcel shall display more than two (2) portable
signs at any one time. In all other districts, no more than one (double-faced) portable sign per parcel
of property.

Why this matters: On a multi-tenant downtown parcel, the current rule effectively means one sign for
the whole building, which doesn’t work for small storefronts. This lets each storefront have one sign but
prevents a parcel from putting out five at once.



C. Portable Sign Materials and Designh — CD Central Core
Source: 17.120.020(A)(3)(d) — add new criteria

Current code:

The current code regulates portable sign size (max 6 sq ft per face), height (max 3 ft), and location
(must not narrow sidewalk to less than 4.5 ft). It does not regulate materials, finish, or hours of
display.

Proposed text:

Add a new criterion (vi): “In the CD Central Core District, portable signs shall be constructed of wood,
metal, or chalkboard with painted, stenciled, or chalk lettering. Plastic faces, vinyl wraps, internal
illumination, fluorescent or day-glo backgrounds, and electronic display elements are prohibited.
Signs shall be maintained in good repair and shall be removed from the public right-of-way during
non-business hours.”

Why this matters: Right now we control the count and size of A-frames but not what they look like. This
is the change that actually shifts how the streetscape reads. Quality goes up without banning sandwich
boards, which are part of small-town retail character.

17.120.030 — Exempted Signs

Manual Changeable Copy Clarification
Source: 17.120.030(A) — exemption for copy changes

Current code:

Changing of the advertising copy or message on an existing approved changeable copy sign.

Proposed text:

Changing of the advertising copy or message on an existing approved manual changeable-copy sign
(e.g., readerboard/slot letters), provided the sign is not an Electronic/Digital Sign as defined in SMC
17.120.050.

Why this matters: The current text could be read to exempt electronic message centers from any review
when the message changes. This narrows the exemption to manual slot-letter signs (think church
marquees), where it was always intended.

17.120.040 — Prohibited Signs

A. Add Electronic/Digital Signs to Prohibited List
Source: 17.120.040(A)(1) — flashing/moving signs



Current code:

Flashing, rotating, animated, blinking and moving signs. However, upon referral from the Planning
Director, the Design Review Board may determine that such a sign is necessary in order to portray an
appropriate and distinct image in a unique situation.

Proposed text:

Flashing, rotating, animated, blinking and moving signs, including any Electronic/Digital Sign as
defined in SMC 17.120.050. However, upon referral from the Planning Director, the Design Review
Board may determine that such a sign is necessary in order to portray an appropriate and distinct
image in a unique situation.

Why this matters: Gets digital signs explicitly on the prohibited list. The DRB exception path is preserved
so we have flexibility for unique situations (e.g., theater marquees).

B. Add Feather Flags to Prohibited List
Source: 17.120.040(A)(4) — banners and pennants

Current code:
Banners, pennants, search lights, balloons or other gas-filled figures except that banners may be
permitted, for a period of time not to exceed 30 days in any calendar year, at the opening of a new

business, or for special events, with prior written approval of the Planning Director, in accordance
with SMC 17.120.030(0).

Proposed text:

Banners, pennants, feather flags (including wind flags, blade flags, and teardrop flags), search lights,
balloons or other gas-filled figures except that banners may be permitted, for a period of time not to
exceed 30 days in any calendar year, at the opening of a new business, or for special events, with
prior written approval of the Planning Director, in accordance with SMC 17.120.030(0).

Why this matters: Feather flags are arguably already prohibited as “pennants,” but the term is vague
enough that code enforcement won’t act on it. Naming them explicitly removes the ambiguity.

C. Tighten the Banner Exception
Source: 17.120.040(A)(4) — banner exception language

Current code:

The current exception allows banners for “new business openings” or “special events” up to 30 days a
year, with Planning Director approval. “Special event” is not defined, and there’s no aggregate cap
across multiple events at the same business.

Proposed text:
Add to the end of (A)(4): “No business or property shall be granted banner approvals exceeding an

aggregate of thirty (30) days in any calendar year, inclusive of new-business openings and special
events, except that a new business granted an extension under SMC 17.120.070(E)(1) may display a



banner for an aggregate of up to sixty (60) days. Banners shall be installed on the building only and
shall not be placed in landscaping, on fencing, on vehicles, on roofs, or above the parapet (see SMC
17.120.070(E)(1)).”

Why this matters: This is the most-abused part of the code. A business can claim back-to-back “special
events” and keep a banner up year-round. The cap closes that loop and the location language reinforces
what 17.120.070(E)(1) already says.

17.120.050 — General Sign Standards

A. Add Definition — Electronic/Digital Sign

Source: 17.120.050 — add new definition subsection

Current code:

No current definition of Electronic/Digital Sign.

Proposed text:

Add new subsection defining “Electronic/Digital Sign”: “Any sign, or portion of a sign, that displays
copy, images, graphics, symbols, or illumination that is electronically or digitally controlled and
capable of change through electronic means, including but not limited to LED panels,
LCD/OLED/plasma screens, electronic message centers, electronically controlled changeable-copy,
and projection (front or rear) onto a sign face, wall, window, or other surface visible from a public
right-of-way. The following shall not be considered Electronic/Digital Signs for purposes of this
chapter: (a) signs or displays required by federal or state law, including electronic fuel price displays
required by the Department of Weights and Measures; (b) screens integral to the operation of
equipment, including automated teller machines, point-of-sale terminals, fuel pump displays, and
electric vehicle charging stations, provided any advertising content is incidental to the equipment's
function; (c) interior displays, including televisions and menu screens, located more than five (5) feet
behind window glazing or not primarily oriented toward a public right-of-way; (d) devices displaying
solely time, temperature, or date; and (e) signs installed by a government agency for a public
purpose.”

Why this matters: The definition that the other edits hang on. Written broadly enough to cover screens
we haven’t thought of yet (e.g., projection).

B. Visibility from Public Right-of-Way
Source: 17.120.050 — add new subsection

Current code:

The chapter generally regulates exterior signs and doesn’t address screens placed inside windows
facing the street.



Proposed text:

Add new subsection: “Any Electronic/Digital Sign, as defined in this chapter, that is visible from a
public street, sidewalk, alley, or other public right-of-way shall be subject to all applicable provisions
of this chapter, regardless of whether such sign is located inside a building or mounted on the
exterior of a structure.”

Why this matters: Closes the “it’s indoors” loophole. A 65-inch LED display pointed at the sidewalk from
inside a window is functionally outdoor signage and should be treated that way.

C. Projecting Signs — Measured Per Face
Source: 17.120.050(A)(5) and (B)(3), with cross-references at 17.120.020(A)(3)(c) and 17.120.060(C)(2)

Current code:

17.120.050(A)(5): “Both sides of a double-faced sign shall be used for the calculation of allowable
sign area.” 17.120.050(B)(3): “Projecting signs (hanging signs) may not exceed six square feet in
area...” Read together, a two-sided projecting sign could be limited to three square feet per face.
17.120.020(A)(3)(c) and 17.120.060(C)(2) both repeat the six-square-foot figure for projecting signs
without clarifying whether it is per face or combined.

Proposed text: Add to 17.120.050(A)(5): “This subsection does not apply to projecting signs, which are
governed by 17.120.050(B)(3).” Add to the end of 17.120.050(B)(3): “This six-square-foot limit
applies per face, not to the combined area of both faces.” Apply the same per-face clarification to the
six-square-foot projecting sign references in 17.120.020(A)(3)(c) and 17.120.060(C)(2).

Why this matters: A projecting (blade) sign is read from one direction at a time by someone walking the
sidewalk, so there’s no reason to penalize a two-sided sign the way flat wall signage is penalized. Left
as-is, the double-face rule in (A)(5) could be read to cut usable area on blade signs to three square feet
per side, too small to read from the sidewalk. Fixing all three cross-references keeps the code internally
consistent instead of contradicting itself in three places.

D. lllumination Enforcement Hook [New]

Source: 17.120.050(C) — add new subsection (5)

Current code:

17.120.050(C)(1) sets a qualitative brightness standard (“No sign shall be illuminated with such intensity as
to prevent normal perception of objects, buildings, streets and other signs in the immediate area”) but
provides no mechanism to enforce it after a sign is installed.

Proposed text:

Add new subsection (5) to 17.120.050(C): “The City reserves the right to conduct a post-installation
inspection of the illumination of any sign. If the Planning Director determines that a sign’s illumination
exceeds the standards of this chapter, or adversely impacts adjacent properties, residential uses, or the
public right-of-way, the Planning Director may require a reduction or adjustment in the intensity, shielding,
direction, or hours of illumination. Failure to comply within the time specified in written notice shall
constitute a violation of this chapter.”




Why this matters: A brightness standard with no follow-through is a suggestion, not a regulation. This
gives staff a proportionate tool — dim it or shield it — short of full removal proceedings, and it is the
enforcement mechanism any future digital sign exception will depend on. Modeled on San Rafael
14.19.055(C).

17.120.060 — Permitted Signs (Monument / Integrated Sign Programs)

Prohibit Digital Faces on Monument Signs

Source: 17.120.060(B) — integrated sign programs / monument signs

Current code:

The current language allows monument signs as part of an integrated sign program for multi-tenant
buildings and shopping centers, capped at 50 or 100 sq ft. Nothing prohibits an electronic face.

Proposed text:

Add this sentence to (B): “Monument signs shall not include any Electronic/Digital Sign face or
electronically controlled display surface.”

Why this matters: Monument signs are the most common place a digital reader board gets installed.
This is the cleanest single sentence to prevent that outcome.

17.120.070 — Temporary Signs

A. Murals, Art, and Logos [New]
Source: 17.120.070(C) — murals and graphics

Current code: 17.120.070(C): mural or graphic content is regulated as signage, and counts against allowable sign area,
“wherein all, or any part” of it depicts specific words, symbols, merchandise, or services of the business. Art or graphics that
don’t reference the business are already exempt from the sign-area calculation.

Proposed text: Add to 17.120.070(C): “Art, logos, and graphic representations of a business’s products
or services that are located on or immediately adjacent to a permitted sign are encouraged, and the
area of such artwork shall not count toward the maximum allowable sign area, provided the Design
Review Board may still find that a given graphic functions as advertising copy rather than art and
regulate it as signage under this section.”



Current code: 17.120.070(C): mural or graphic content that depicts specific words, symbols, merchandise,
or services of a business is regulated as signage and counts fully against allowable sign area. There is
no separate allowance for wall murals that carry some business content.

Proposed text: Add to 17.120.070(C): “Notwithstanding the above, a wall mural approved by the Design
Review Board may include business-related content, such as a business name, logo, or product
depiction, covering up to twenty-five percent (25%) of the mural’s area without the mural being
classified as a sign or counted against the property’s allowable sign area. The remaining area of the
mural shall not consist primarily of advertising copy.”

Why this matters: A mural is one of the best tools this code has for making a wall feel specific to
Sebastopol instead of generic, and murals often work better artistically when they include a business’s
name or a recognizable product rather than staying purely abstract. These two additions give owners an
affirmative reason to commission real art: business content can cover up to a quarter of a mural, and art
or logos near a permitted sign do not count against sign area. The 25% cap keeps a wall from becoming a
billboard, and the DRB keeps the last word: a wall wrapped in product photography is still signage, and
the Board can call it that.

B. Feather Flag Clarification
Source: 17.120.070(E)(1) — banner provisions

Current code:

Banners. Banners for new businesses or for special events may be approved by the Planning Director
for a period not to exceed 30 days... Banner signs may be installed on the building only, and are not
permitted to be installed in the landscaping, on fencing, or on vehicles.

Proposed text:

Add to (E)(1): “Feather flags (including wind/blade/teardrop flags) are not considered ‘banners’ for
purposes of this subsection and remain prohibited under SMC 17.120.040(A)(4).”

Why this matters: Belt-and-suspenders. Even with feather flags added to the prohibited list, this
prevents anyone from arguing they qualify as a permitted “banner.”

17.120.080 — Nonconforming Signs

Digital Sign Approvals Expire on Tenant Change

Source: 17.120.080 — nonconforming signs

Current code:

Except for multiple-tenant signs, existing, legally erected signs which do not conform to the provisions
of this chapter may remain in place until such time as a change in name, use, or sign face occurs, at
which time all signing shall be made to conform to the provisions of this chapter.



Proposed text:

Add this paragraph: “Notwithstanding the above, any Electronic/Digital Sign approved pursuant to an
exception under SMC 17.120.020(B) shall be deemed specific to the approved tenant and use. Upon
a change in tenant, business name, or primary use of the premises, such Electronic/Digital Sign shall
lose its approved status and shall be removed or brought into full compliance with the provisions of
this chapter.”

Why this matters: If we ever grant a digital sign exception, this prevents the approval from transferring
to a new tenant who would never have qualified. Each digital sign approval is one-tenant-at-a-time.

17.120.110 — Violations

Per-Sign Daily Violation Counting [New]
Source: 17.120.110 — violations

Current code:

Each day that a violation is continued shall be considered a separate violation for the purposes of
applying the penalty portion of this chapter.

Proposed text:

Add: “A separate violation shall be deemed to occur for each day the violation continues, and each
unpermitted sign shall constitute a separate violation.” Continuing sign code violations follow the
same warning, correction-period, and escalating infraction-to-misdemeanor process the City already
applies to Building Code violations (see SMC 17.120.120(F) and SMC 15.76.050).

Why this matters: A property with five feather flags currently counts as one violation per day. Per-sign
counting raises the stakes and gives staff a real deterrent. Important for enforcement to actually have
teeth. Making this explicit here also signals that sign violations are treated with the same seriousness as
building code violations, not as a lesser category of offense.

17.120.120 — Appeals and Enforcement

Community Reporting and Annual Report [New]

Source: 17.120.120 — administration and enforcement

Current code:

Current code authorizes the Planning Director to enforce, send violation notices, and summarily
remove ROW signs without notice (17.120.120(C)(5)). There is no requirement that staff proactively
sweep corridors or report back to DRB.



Proposed text: Add new subsection: “The Planning Director shall maintain and publicize a public
reporting mechanism for suspected sign code violations, including the City’s online
problem-reporting system. The Planning Director shall report annually to the Design Review Board on
the number of sign code complaints received, the number of signs removed, and the number of sign
permits issued by category.”

Why this matters: The Planning Director doesn’t have staff capacity for regular proactive sweeps, so a
code provision promising them isn’t realistic. Leaning on public reporting is more honest about capacity,

and keeping the annual report to DRB preserves accountability and visibility to Council without requiring
new sweep-related staff time.



Comments of the current Sebastopol Sigh Ordinance

Overly wordy with long run on sentences. This makes for difficult
reading.

Many points are too often repeated. le. The roll of the planning
director and that the DRB can allow exceptions.

Pages of insignificant details are placed in the middle of the far more
important points.

The last three pages are not needed by someone seeking
information about creating a sign and are unnecessary.

The allowable square foot area chart has four large gaps.

Pole signs are not mentioned. Projecting signs are barely
mentioned.

Things | would change

Make all sign square footage allowance based on the signs words,
not the size of the frame.

Make the projecting sign size allowance based on a single side, not
both sides.

Encourage art, logos, and representations of the products of the
business on or near the sign. Square footage free.

Allow murals to show up to 25% of the space for business related
content.

Include pictures of outstanding signs that will inspire interesting
attractive signage people will remember.

Lynn. 7/22/26






Ch. 17.120 Sign Regulations | Sebastopol Municipal Code Page 1 of 16

Chapter 17.120
SIGN REGULATIONS

Sections:
17.120.010 Purpose, intent, and applicability.
17.120.020 Permits, fees, and exceptions.
17.120.030 Exempted signs.
17.120.040 Prohibited signs.
17.120.050 General sign standards and regulations.
17.120.060 Permitted signs.
17.120.070 Miscellaneous sign categories.
17.120.080 Nonconforming signs.
17.120.090 Abandoned signs.
17.120.100 Construction specifications, safety, and maintenance.
17.120.110 Violations.
17.120.120 Appeals and enforcement - Removal and disposition of signs.

17.120.010 Purpose, intent, and applicability.

A.  Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to establish signing standards appropriate to the City of Sebastopol,
which will allow for adequate identification of businesses and provision of public information( wilreduge—
(hgﬁrdwmmmm&@mmwhﬁ@%@ag&nﬁﬂmanueMng@mg

B. Intent. Itis the intent of these standards to encourage well-designed creative sagn§}vghi?.h/ére intgral'to,
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~pleasing- m&mﬁstwﬁmhesmmenmimg@ﬁgwémmamwmw
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17.120.020 Permits, fees and exceptions.

A.  Sign Permit Required. Except as otherwise provided within this chapter, it shall be unlawful for any person to
erect, construct, enlarge, move or convert any sign within the City limits, or cause the same to be done, without

first obtaining a sign permit for each such sign from the Planning Director or Design Review Board,éyeqyited*ﬁy—,

\\
\

The Sebastopol Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 1149, passed October 3, 2023.
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KQpphcatlon for sign permit(s) shall be made%on forms prescnbed by theglannmg Department, and -~
halI b\%br;ntt with supplemental application materials sped Fning Departmerit. Fe&ﬁﬂ/
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a. Replacement sign(s) which are part of an approved sign program for a shoppmg center or multi-
tenant building, and which conform to said program. Replacement signs which do not conform to the
approved sign program are subject to review by the Design Review Board.

b.  Nonilluminated signs of 25 square feet or less, which do not require an exception to any provision
of this chapter.

C. Pro;ectmglfhangm signs which do not exceed six square feet in area, are InSta”(Ef.Wl a minimum
clearance of seven and one-half feet above the ground surface, project-not'more than thige:feet from

the wall of a buildlng/@dﬂmcm@mwmx@mwwmmj
d. Portabl%igfé%the following criteria:

i.  No more than one (double-faced) sign per parcel of property.

ii. Each sign face shall net exceed six square feetin area.

iii. Height of sign shall not exceed three feet.

iv. Location of sign shall not reduce the width-of any pedestrian sidewalk or way to'less than four
and oné-half feet.

it Shall be securec

v If Io-'/ ublic right-of-way, ar1 encro
State {fo_State,nghways/‘i'Tﬁ*and 2

e. Change of copy only on an existing, approved sign if the same sign structure will be used, the area
of lettering is substantially the same as that previously approved, and no change in illumination is
proposed. Change of copy requests for signs that previously received sign exception approval are not
eligible for administrative review and shall be reviewed by the Design Review Board.

B. Exceptions.

The Sebastopol Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 1149, passed October 3, 2023,
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1. Purpose. Sign exceptions are intended to allow flexibility to the sign regulations while still fulfilling the

purpose of the regulations. Creative design is encouraged mﬂsbﬁ&eFthB&ha’pter,lbe&eﬁereAn
'z@(ception from these regulations may be approved t with-the-follewing findings. Jte-findings-betow

allew-for modificatiens.to.address-urustatsite-conditions; and/or-allow-signs-thatenhante the-overall
~characterof an-area-or building, or-are-appropriate-forapartieutar-business:—

2. Applications for exceptions isi j i )may be filed in writing with the Planning

Department for action by the Design Review Board. Suéhagpﬂeaﬂon&shatﬁ:mde-nptwfmreseﬁﬁaj
by-the Planning-Bepartment-and shall be-submitted with-supplemental-applicatiorrmaterial-specified-by-the
Plaaning-Department-Fees-will'be tharged for services provided-by City staffinconjuriction-with-the~
processing.of a-sign-permit-exception. ™ '

3. The supplemental application material, including statements, plans and other evidence, shall show that:

a. The exception will allow a unique sign of exceptional design or style that will enhance the area or

building, erthat wiltbe-a-visiblé tandmark-~er—

b.  The exception will allow a sign that is more consistent with the architecture and development of the

site, orsite-cantext;-er-is-apprapriate given the-nature-of the-business-or—
/Gl./‘/'fhé’g]'antin of the e/r,,eeplion Wyl nb‘tW antin f:j’péﬁ'glzyiﬂ/e{ge ing or}%ifrem’vﬂth
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17.120.030 Exempted signs/l ﬁyéa/fﬂ’ t\v; / g,,/[on@s al

A sign permit is not required for any of the&o&ng types{;o/f_sigzn'é, as determined by the Planning Director. Such
signs shall otherwise be erected and maintained in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. Unless

otherwise specified, the signs described below are in reference to on-site signage:
A.  Changing of the advertising copy or message on an existing approved changeable copy sign.
B. Painting, repainting, cleaning, exact replacement, or normal maintenance and repair of a sign.

C.  Changes in the content of temporary window signs that have been approved as part of an overall sign
program.

D. Directional\signs, §uc{<s signs identifying restrooy&.\pub} telephones, walkwaﬁLparking lot entrances and
tir

exits and signs ofia siffilar Ratye, which aré located e iyﬁén thi propeﬁy\iwhi{ch they perfainydo not—iwny
/ / f > /
s\mﬁre feet in area;a

way advertise a business, and/do not exceed two nd five feet in heighft/"'/
=

; X b 7,

E. afgoiﬁnmeﬁ@ :«‘,‘i_.g_n&fﬁ_r\tontf_rol"é t_rafﬁ'ég.-o't;'hé(/re?éuIat\'gry"fj'ﬂ'?glos"é%t/ceet-.s\i%gs-, qangar-sg?ffaf}road
crossing Signs, and-signs of public service-€ompanies. %%

The Sebastopol Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 1149, passed October 3, 2023.
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,Q/ Holiday decorations commonly associated with any national, local, or religious holiday; provided, that such
% decorations be displayed for a period of no more than 45 consecutive days or no more than 60 days in any one

calendar year.

G. @n“s{fée er| ro ’“m}g angL r‘notv+ re»(r\Té ﬁ ;rg -ofva Sucl'mfalg
not, howévar, exemp fro strctu ,elect | or ndteria peaf tions setfort & Intetnations Build g’

Code,

} H.?Memorial signs, subject to size limitations and a site visibility analysis.

instityti hezyé‘ ame are
e Plan& to

J.  Off-site real estate signs and open house signs may be erected for up to 48 hours, except for off-site direction
real estate signs (red arrows), as described in SMC 17.120.070(E)3).

Off—si:ce real estate signs which do not meet the criteria of SMC 17.120.070(E)(3), and which are erected for longer
than a 48-hour period, may be permitted with a sign permit issued by the Design Review Board.

K. On-site real estate signs which promote the sale, rental, or lease of a building, and which. meet the following

criteria:
Material. Sign and sign post must be constructed of wood with painted or vinyl letters.

\4__ 2. Size and Height. Sign shall be a hanging sign with a minimum clearance of three feet between the bottom
of the sign and the existing grade. The height of the sign, including post, may not exceed six feet. All real
estate signs are permitted to be six square feet maximum in size; however, commercial and industrial signs
may be a maximum 40 square feet if located on a 20,000-square-foot lot or larger.

ianently’affixed toa

requgred by law, statute or

may be ofa ype, Qumt}er area el ht dbgye gr. |I! mm u.gna
ordinancetinder which_the signs are\recte

M. lic signs required or/’b?aﬂcaw;m blic pp pos y la Jst«ﬂute »P ordm;—rce S\ts\h srgns

ies, as ap ed by-the Planring Director.

O. .Special events signs and temporary signs pertaining to promotions or events(tl)ftwic,/ahﬂ@,mhnop\i&

edufaﬁen@jm-réﬂgiom;cwmaﬂeﬁiwch signs may be posted no more than 30 days before thejevent, and
must be removed no more than seveh days after the event. ,/DAW%

%ra e sale signs; provided, that such signs do not exceed four square feet in area, are displayed not more
thanaﬁe. aysbefore the sale and removed not later than one day after the sale, and are not on a public property.
(See also City Ordinance No. 693.)

Q. Political/political campaign signs.

The Sebastopol Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 1149, passed October 3, 2023.
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0¥
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R. _-Autom |tive service|station pfice signs, At

business, are'subfect to

S. Temporary interior window signs; provided, that the signs are not illuminated;.are no more than two square
feetin size, and remain in place for not more than 30 days.

T. Permanent window signs which are clearly incidental to the conduct of business, suchlas the days and hours
of operation, and payment decals; provided, that the signs are not illuminated and are no more than one square
footin size.

U. Neon “open” signs which are no more than two square feet in size. (Ord. 1111, 2018)

17.120.040 Prohibited signs.

A. The following signs are prohibited on any property within the City:

'\\ ' fral tr/-z}Eth_E\Plé'nin

zc?ér to portray an

mmf Review Bﬁ' eferne that such.a SIg
apprapri té-an £ I_St CtMrﬂéﬂ‘iIUaiah. )

2. Miscellaneous signs and posters and the affixing of signs of a miscgllaneous character visible from a
_public right-of-way. Signs located on the wall(s) of buildings, barns, sheds, trees, poles, posts, fenges or other
stryctures are prohibited unless provided for under the provisions of this chapter, (See also City Ordinance

No. 693.)

3. Any sign affixed to any vehigle or trailer either on a public right-of-way or on public or private property
for the sole purpose of attracting people to a place of business.

-~

4. Banners, pennants, search lights, balloons or other gas-filled figures except that banners may be

— :

¢ permitted, for a period of time not to exceed 30 days in any calendar year; at the opening of a new business,
DP —_— - S . ’ - -

or for special events, with prior written approval of the Planning Director,in-acegrdancewithn SMe.

17.120.030(0). ’
5. gpo, ﬁwl dJ-S'SF‘X?IeSS;Ui?A‘O eﬂes‘@ﬂé/’pu’rp" ses, puriu/an_f_:tc_z SMC 17.120.030(K), or as
permitted on comimercially zonéd properties, purSuant to SMC 17: 20%@((} \/
/ .
6. __Sigrs which in ste Pic scenenympgraphic, immoral
-—c‘h‘a{acggr, or which ih-advertisi ich is it ing.

\ \ \ - v e
the Desiéﬁ}gev‘i w | oard"ﬁ@y@g@m’ine tlmé'such\a’%’ign is
distinct image in‘a unique situation. o

-

7. Signs emitting audible sounds, odor-qr visibl,e--mat/ter.‘riwe\;er:'upon 5efe§ral from t_J(eJPIanning Director,
 neessary in‘order | o»;’)'brt_;aﬁa qaﬁbr&&r_i_a_’ce and

The Sebastopol Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 1149, passed October 3, 2023.
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8.-.\ Signs mghlch purport to t_JS/(J;fare arjmitation of, or resemblp/l 0ff|(:|a| t}fﬁ‘c/}gn or signal, or which
bear- tl(e words: “50 slow,” “caution,” “danger;” “warning,” or simila rds—"

9. Signs which may by reason of the|r size, location, movement, content, coloring or manner of illumination,
be confused with-or construed as a trafﬂc control sign,-signal or-device,-or the light of a- road or emergency
equnpment vehicle.

10. Signs which may by reason of size, location, movement, content, coloring, or manner of illumination,
cause a danger, ’L\é\situ'ation or?h rwise pose a threatto the public health, &‘?E , or welfare. If a sign is
N\ A . .
the DesEy( w Board shall make specifi€ findings'regarding the sign

tic(s) which'creaté a dangerous-situation or otherwrse pose a threat to the public health, safety, or

>

characteri
welfare.

11. Off-premises srgns, excecp/@ff-premses realestate signs as md’by SMC 17.120.030()), and
off»premyommumw tional signs.a ermlttectp,y&%ﬂ 120.030(N).

R

onstruct/or maintain,/ paste‘“palnt “printnail; tack or otherwise fasten or affwt;ﬂ@;a‘ banner; handbill,
campalgn-sign,-poster: sign, advenrsemeﬁt,,gr,,notrce of.anykind, orcauseor suffer the safmeto-be done,-on.any-
curbstone, Iampplos't,*pole, bench,-hydrant, bridge, WQ!LLree;"side\vFWu{e4nw upon anypublic street,
alley, or upon other public property, except as may be required or permitted by ordinance or law. (Ord. 1111,

2018) —aC:-bm (TS = here SAO@[J be. mor/ea/ZB the \[arend
AIOT St FIGANT

17.120.050 General sign standards and regulations.

A G omputatron of Frontoie GZOSJgn Area Calgylations.

1. “Sign area” is defined as the area of a rectangle drawn around the outermost area of sign copy, graphics,

B. Pjstmg pn publlc property is prohibited. No person, ekcept a duly authorized publlc officer or employee, shall
erec

background material&and borders or frame,/and any similar display area which is capable of receiving copy
at a future time. The structure supporting a sign is not included in determining the sign area, unless the

structure contains advertii;i:%py or guﬁzess logo.

2. The area of all signs which are governed by this chapter shall be included when determining compliance
with the maximum allowable sign area.

3. The width of a building frontage on a public street@c/rdgb@maMu&gaﬂe S Qr servieg ways/ shall
be used to calculate the allowable sign area. (See Table 17.120-1.) If a building houses more than one tenant
space, the total sign area permitted for each tenant space shall be calculated as follows:

Sign Area = Total Allowable Sign Area (based on total building frontage)

Number of Tenant Spaces

The Sebastopol Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 1149, passed October 3, 2023,
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/Poﬂ" Qv(amp[.& -‘Lor‘ oeb cbsa_:f/v 07
Example: If a building has 50 feet of frontage and four tenant spaces, including two on the ground floor area

and two on the second story, the sign area for each tenant space would be calculated as follows: 15.625
square feet/tenant space. The proportional distribution of sign area that is allowed for each individual tenant

space may be modified through a(mmgheﬂg@%pproved sign program.

4. For buildings fronting on more than one public right-of-way, the length of two frontages may be used to

calculate the total allowable sign area for all signs on the premises.

For monument signs proposed as part of a sign program, the maximum sign size thresholds shall comply
with SMC 17.120.060(B), and shall not be counted toward the overall sign allowances outlined in Table

£¥ IdES of a double-faced sign shall be used for the calculation of allowable sign area.

17.120-1. (LoHAT 7)
Table 17.120-1. Maximum Allowable Sign Area (Sq. Ft.)
s Max. . Max. . Max.
Building ) Building ] Building ]
Allowable Sign Allowable Sign Allowable Sign
Frontage Frontage Frontage
Area Area Area
—
Upto25' | 25.0 143 52.0 i 61) 79.0
- - e
26' 26.5 / a4 535 |62 80.5
27' 28.0 / 45 5570/ 63' 82.0
28 29.5 / / 46' ,5/6 5 64' 83.5
29' 31.0 / / 47 / 58.0 65' 85.0
30' 32,5 / 3 48' / 59.5 66' 86.5
N /
31" 340 | X 49’ / / 61.0 67" 88.0
N P/
32" 355 [ N 5 R | 625/ =156 68 89.5
N\ K
33 37.0/% 51 ‘} 64.0 69' 91.0
1 A
- N
34' 38.5 52' ' ,5: 65.5 70' 92.5
Py
35" 480 sz /N 67.0 71" 94.0
36' '/41 5 54' / 68.5 72 955
37 43.0 55 70.0 73 97.0
T :
38 44.5 ( 56' 71.5 74 98.5

\ 3 X 24

The Sebastopol Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 1149, passed October 3, 2023.
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Table 17.120-1. Maximum AIIoWabIe Sign Area (Sq. Ft.)
o Max. - Max. o Max.
Building ] Building - Building .
Allowable Sign Allowable Sign Allowable Sign
Frontage Frontage Frontage
Area : Area Area
== r g3 ,!iz"'
7 o ” {:/\VJ‘U
39' 46.0 57 33.0 175 100.0
- ‘/ / . - }
40' || 475 58' | 74.5 +76'-100' 125.0 M~
N\ L" A .’../_/
nf 41 49.0 59' ,-/ 76.0 101' - 125 150.0 -
M / | PN s it i
n ( 42" » _A50.5 60" | 77.5 126'+ 175.0

& 2 e’ _
R./ ’Y— #,., = ‘;}'r;i ’ 9 ----- (po/ _________h,__"?l______.._x_ /Qé)

B. Projection Limits and Sign Cledrances. o

) BxiS

3x z,s;ﬁ

. Freestanding signs must be lpcated a minimum of five feet behind the back of the sidewalk (or right-of-

o way if there is no sidewalk). Freestanding signs may not project into any public right-of-way.

2. The height of a freestanding sign shall be measured from the natural grade at the bhase of the sign to the

highest portion of the sign.

S

SRS o e

—

3= Projecting signs (hanging signs) may not exceed six square feet in area, and may not project more than

= p » -
above the ground. ’[I;.é & =

C. Lighting of Signs.

—
N\

/r 1. | No sign shall be illuminated with such intensity as to prevent normal perception

" stfeets and otteg sign sinthedty mﬁma'te@g@

/ CD Central Core Distric

three feet f[whméﬁuilding. The botto? of projecting signs shall be at least seven and one-half feet

@meﬁgsr

2. External illumination is preferred over internal illumination in all zoning districts. Internally illuminated
signs must be reviewed and approved by the Design Review Board, and are generally not allowed within the

TRany Tesidebitial district Grin proximiizta ai exsting vesidentialuse.\|

3. No backlighting of the panel(s) is allowed on internally illuminated signs unless the background has been

rendered opaque, allowing light through the letters and logo only. This limitation does not apply to theater

marquee signs or similar signs,(asﬁetgminad,by..rée’maﬁn-m'@irettozg

4. Identification signs in a single=family-or multifamilﬁ residential dfstriﬁé@mmmed@mhmféé\iea’ '

o@@s@d’éﬁﬁa@'é)may-not be illuminated.

exceed one square foot in size, and which display- only-the address-numbers of theresidence uporpﬁﬂq,c’?l\g_f}e

,sjgn%aﬁ@_g@are.alliowed. (Ord. 1111, 2018)

ternally iffluminated address signs whiCh do not

The Sebastopol Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 1149, passed October 3, 2023.



Ch. 17.120 Sign Regulations | Sebastopol Municipal Code Page 9 of 16

17.120.060 Permitted signs.

alead
A.  Signs Permitted in Single<Eammifpyor-tuftifamjly Residential Bistricts. .
v/, 1. One home occupation identification sign, which is nonilluminated and does not exceed five square feet
A ;
A in area.

2ud genf'n:.c

2.\\_A maximum of two area identification signs per entry, with a maximum height of five feet, and maximum
vﬁ*’w total area of 16 square feet’ An “area identification sign” is a sign which identifies a development area, such-as

' g the name of a subdivision or office park.

3. Oneidentification sign for churches, schools, public and quasi-public buildings. Suelgigns shall not
exceed 32 square feet in area, and eight feet in height, unless the nature of the site and the surrounding

environment warrants a larger sign. Arsapplicant.may request that-the Desiga-Review-Board-determine
whethena largeT dign.is warranted.

4. One identification sign for bed and breakfast inns, not to exceed eight square feet in area, and five feet

in height.

By “&;multifamiry residential districts (R6 and R7) or residential developments in the PC districts only, g}sﬂ&
identification sign or building address number sign for purposes of identifying a multifamily bui}dfng.“r.mot to
-exceed eight square feet in area, and six feet in height. /

ot senlenat wrde & read LasLey o,
B. An integrated sign pro%ra ., which provides for a con fstency and contmwty materlals design, Ioca}

and manner of attachment for tenant signs, is required for all office or light industrial centers or parks, multi=__
tenant commercial or industrial buildings, or shopplng centers. Individual tenant signs proposed as part of a mu_itl;/

tenant sign shall include the business name and not more than three additional words to identify the purpose of
the business, for example “SMITH'S Bar and Grill” or “LENS CRAFTERS one hour service” For sign programs that
include a monument sign, the maximum sq’u‘are'footage of the sign shall belimited to 50 square fe€t for signs
representing five or fewer tenants, and 100 square feet for signs representing six or more tenants. The monument
sign square footage shall be in addition to the maximum allowable sign square footage per Table 17.120-1. The
sign program shall be consistent with the standards defined below for the zoning district in which the

development is located, and shall be approved by the Design Review Board prior to the approval of any individual

& sigh within said center, park, or building.

J 7
C.  Signs Permitted in Commercial and Office Districts: AU// JII?‘?J

1. Eac 8miding is permitted to have one freestanding business identification sign. This sign may not

exceed_eagﬁ't feet inheight. (Ziep. 77

?9
/2. Amaximum ofitwo window} awnirig, wall, or fascia business identification signs are permitted for each

ground floor use or tenant. Mi}ggg:c_v_vg_5|gns may be a projecting S|gn provndlng that the sign does not

exceed six square feet in area or 18 inches in height, and has a minimum um clearance of seven and one-half feet
above the sidewalk.

The Sebastopol Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 1149, passed October 3, 2023.
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Y

3. Commercial or professional uses located above the main floor of the building may display permanent
window, awning, or wall signs. The total sign area for each use shall be determined in accordance with SMC

17.120.050(A)(3).

&

4. Temporary window signs related to special events, sales promotions, and the sale of merchandise are

permitted fof?a period of 30 days only.
iy -

S

5. Portable signs,'consistent with SMC 17.120.020(A)(3)(d). >

Lhere :

6. Amaximum of twoarea identification S|gns per entry;with a maximum height of eight feet and
? maximum total area of 32 square feet.
D. -Signs Permitted in the OL} Office/Light Industrial District. A]o g%&ﬁ- W

(? 1. Individual business frontage shall be considered as “building frontége" for the purposes of establishing
® maximum sign area pursuant to Table 17.120-1. The sign-are: “major’ o - t(symay.be

increased-by-the DesignReview Board~ ~

2. In addition to the individual tenant signage, there may be one freestanding sign identifying the center
and its tenants. Such sign shall not exceed ¢ ént feet in he|ght ar 32'square feetin area. 4l x 7’: 32

v Reslwroul Tfut t 80 - 7
3. Inaddition to the signage allowed above, one on-site directory is permitted. This sign may bg

freestanding or affixed to a building, but may not exceed ﬁzéeet in height, if it is freestanding; or 1 6 square
feet in area. G ol ’

: | E. S/gps Perm/tted in M Industrial District pﬁjgwt/ﬁ‘—

{ 1." Each bmldmg is permitted to have one freestandlng business identification-sign. This 5|gn may not

V}( exceed e|ght feet in height. ‘:::_;—]

! 2. Each business is permitted to have a maximur of two window, awning, wall or fascia business

identification signs.

3. Amaximum of two area identification signs per entry, with a maximum height of eight feet, and
maximum total area of 32 square feet may be permitted.

4. Portable signs, consistent with SMC 17.120.020(A}3)(d)-

I "'F:"_ 4’7\
| F. Signs Permitted in CF Community Fagility and OS Open Space Districts.

'l 1. Each building is permitted to have one freestanding businessidentification sign. This sign may not
exceed six feet in height. #’ ‘322’2{1

|
| 2. MWWMQWQgMNMGeSﬂm&gMBU square feetinarea.

3. Temporary signs-aré permitted-in-accerdarice with SME-17.120:070(E).

The Sebastopol Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 1149, passed October 3, 2023,
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| WA o o i
\ 4, A/m rnoftw area identific atlon signs pe entry, witha aximum height of eight.feet;and
| Rarea IggnbAtiomaing porE iU height of ]

\ maximum et/I area of 32~square feet“are permitted.

——

—,

e —
—

/ G. Signs Perm:tted in PC Planned Com unity Drsm egulations for permane t and temp,o ary S|gns w

establis ed by thefesﬁg/ eview Boar after the n ing Commjission has rend red itg dete mms}ron of la

use. The proj "cfproponen must ubmit a comp hensive 5| n program p ckage or review by'the Design Review
es;gn Re\new ard/will eval rarf within th parameters of the sign

regulatlons of the predomm (;Iand use approved for he specific development.

e

te,the pro osed sign pr

H. Shopping Center Signs.

1. Individual business frontage shall be considered as “building frontage” for the purposes of establishing

OL maximum sign area pursuant to Table 17.120-1. The sign area for the “major” or “anchor” tenant(s) may be

increased by the Design Review Board.

2. In addition to the individual tenant signage, there may be one freestanding sign identifying the center
and its tenants. Such sign shall not exceedgigﬁt feet in height.

10 4-

1. Jwd business identification s?ns are allowed, including a maximum of one freestancllng sign. A

freestanding sign may net-exceed feet in height or}é’s uare feet in area "J;CC- 57”"
Lpch side ~—5 1?3

2. Incidental signs are permitted in addition to the two-identification signs.

I.  Service Station Signs.

3. The aggregate sign area of identification and incidental signs shall not exceed 100 square feet.

sign | be in accordanee with State requiremients as ording, size-andmUmbetyand shall not
ifcluded in the calculétio otal sign afea. (Ord. 1111, )

17.120.070 Miscellaneous sign categories.

A. Construction Signs. Construction, development, subdivision sales and real estate signs may be permitted to
~within five feet of the property line if freestanding. The aggregate area for all such signs may not exceed 50 square
eet. Sign height for any freestanding sign may not exceed eight feet. Construction signs shall be allowed for the
duration of construction. Other development signs may remain for a maximum period of one year. \ 2} X [”/ﬂ 'sz/,,»,fﬁ.,

B.  Historic Signs. Unique signs and appurtenances which, due to their architecture or the message displayed on

the sign, represent a historical period of the City of Sebastopol may be retained. Approval for retention shall be
based on valid historical documentation, pwﬂe@v;;a Claljf‘ d'hi orian! fst /|ca Hﬁ@@heb'deﬁnmﬁ\/
hmmmmmwmmmwm@mmw
,tpj\_geﬁ?'hg_ﬂ{\slgﬁ The DeS|gn Review Board may approve or deny such a S|gn p@w [I 7&&%

The Sebastopol Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 1149, passed October 3, 2023.
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De&gn Review Board rd gra ;/an\e{c/pf:o\\‘@e Bﬁﬁdfshaﬂ]mai@‘sjseeffﬁf Jn@@aﬁa‘h’eﬁﬁa\gm eofthesign
onag Mﬁ\ T

C.  Murals and Graphics. , /

1. Wherein all, or any part, of any mural or graphic may be considered signing, by reason of the depiction of
specific words, symbols, merchandise or servicés, such mural or graphic, or part thereof, shall be subject to

—__.__“_“_- @
@r'egulatlons descrlbed in this chapter ”

2. When amural or graph|c is not considered signage, as described above, its size will not be included in
determining compliance with the maximum allzxable sign area for a property.

% o
~D. U Neon Sighs. Néon signs are allowed in all commercial zoning districts, including the CD Central Core District,
O qsubject to the approval of the Design Review Board.

E. Temporary Signs. The Planning Director may issue written approval of a temporary sign of the following type,

upon receipt of a compteted-temporary sign permit application packetane-the-associdted pracessing fees..

1. Banners. Banners for new husinesses or for special events may be apbroved by the Planning Director for
a period not to exceed 30 days. ﬁhuppﬁ?a%rarﬂf%equeswﬁhﬁapphcant—bﬁneqﬁedfféﬁam
additional 30.days for a-new-busifiessif a comple eFrit Application fas beenfilet withefie,Planning
Department for- ﬂe{mmbuanm i anner S|§ns may be installed on the building
only, and are not permitted to be installed in the landscaping, on fencmg, oron vehicles,

e

orary signs of less than ong.square fogt may be displayed fuel purhps for a
s. Any additi al tempo ry si including\banners-or freestanding temporary
permitted-by ‘this chapter;.or as may-be.required by the

signs, shall not be allowed/ exceptas other
Depattment Of Weights and. Measures |

3.  Off-Site Directional Real Estate Signs (Red Arrows). Directional red arrow signs may be approved by the
Planning Director for off-site locations for a period not to exceed 90 days, subject to the following criteria:

a. Materials. Sign and sign post must be constructed of wood, with painted vinyl arrow and letters.

b. Size and Type. Sign shall be a hanging sign, with a minimum clearance of three feet between the
bottom of the sign and the existing grade. The height of the sign, including post, may not exceed ﬁve«-%:{-?
’D& - feet. The arrow portion of the sign may not exceed one square foot.

¢.  Display. Display shall be limited to a red arrow and the numeric address of the subject property. A
sign approved as an off-site directional real estate sign shall in no way identify any person, agency, or
agency telephone number, nor shali it include any other advertisement.

F isplay of merchandise is not allowed, except-as-may be displayed wi
- encl i ndaw. Such display of merchandise, or a similar dec
or e considered as signage if, i sole opinion ow nning Director, such

purposes of advertising. (Ord. 1111, 2018)

The Sebastopol Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 1149, passed October 3, 2023.
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17.120.080 Nonconforming signs.

Except for multiple-tenant signs, existing, legally erected signs which do not conform to the provisions of this
chapter may remain in place until such time as a change in name, use, or sign face occurs, at which time all signing
shall be made to conform to the provisions of this chapter. (Ord. 1111, 2018)

17.120.090 Abandoned signs.

A. An abandoned sign is a sign which no longer directs, advertises, or identifies a legal business establishment,
product or activity onthe-premises where such sign is displayed. Any sign which becomes an abandoned sign and
remains as such for a period of 12 months or more shall be prohibited, and shall be removed by the owner of the
sign or owner of the property at his or her expense.

B. Permanent signs applicable to a business temporarily suspended because of a change of ownership or
management of such business shall not be deemed abandoned, unless the property remains vacant for a period
of 12 months or more. (Ord. 1111, 2018)

17.120.100 Construction specifications, safety, and maintenance.

A.  Compliance with Building Code. All signs shall comply with the appropriate detdited-provisions of the
International Building Code relating to {gsigm structural members and connections. Signs shall also comply with
the provisions of the applicable Electrical Code-and-the additional-construction standards set forthlin-this-settion.

B. Construction of Signs.

1. No sign shall be erected, canstructed;-ormaintained so as to obstruct any fire escape, required exit,
window or door opening, unless-authorizedby conditional-use-pefmit. No sign shall be attached in anysferm,—

-shape-or manner which will interfere with an opening required for ventilation, exceptimeircumstanges-when
‘notimviolation-ef the-building.or fire-prevention-codes.

2. No building permit or electrical permit shall be issued for a sign until such time as the Building Official
receives written notification from the Planning Director that approval has been granted for a subject sign.

3. Signs shall bé located in such a way that they r}'namﬁain horizontal and vertical cleég nge’df*ail\ overhead

. \ /- .- b WL A \ s / Fa R
electrical conductors in acedrdancewith the aéctﬁcai Co\ge’énd thg\_r?gulatlﬁns.oj\}he Public Utilities-
Commission.

4. All permanent freestanding signs shall be self-supporting structures erected on and permanently
Kattached to concrete foundations. Such structures shall be fabricated only from such materials as approved
by the Building Code.

0
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C. Maintenance. Every sign shall be maintained in a safe, presentable and good structural material con
all times, ding the replacement of ﬂéfectivepa;ts{painting@mm% Tequired for

the tenance Of %.‘qid sing‘i‘hagwner, dr\ﬁlthqfized{epregént tive, o@-n usepo{thell,ér erty u_m which™
the sign or ad rtising%trucfure is Ioeated'shall be responsible for its proper ai?fena@é and (tfp_ai"r. Iﬂ%sﬁnﬁ“
not-msﬁ:e__ 7 cemp{ywitf@dequatesafét%s@pd\éafdéﬁmuiIdMg“lﬁs?e?ter’éﬁéIF‘r@ﬁ;u'rpedtsxeﬂcf?al*fﬁ&@rdance

=with SM€+17.120.120. (Ord. 1111, 2018)

17.120.110 Violations.

Any of the followiné‘shqll be deemed a violation of this chapter, and shall be subject to the enforcement remedies
and penalties provided by"tt1i§ chapter, by the Municipal Code, and by State law:

A. Installing, creating, erecting, d"r“m_g_intaining any sign in a way that is inconsistent with-any approved plan or

permit governing such a sign or the prop\e'rty_on which it is located.
iy

B. Installing, creating, erecting, or maintaining aﬁj{Sign without ap-approved sign permit when such a permit is
i
required.

C. Failing to remove, upon the written requestof a City represenﬂt'“atlye, any sign that has been installed, created,

erected, or maintained in violation of thisThapter.
D. Continuing any suetrviolation as set forth above. Each day that a violation is Eon\tinued shall be considered a

separate vigajion/for the purposes of applying the penalty portion of this chapter. (Ofd-. 1111, 2018)

17.120.120_ Appeals and enforcement - Removal and disposition of signs.

\"‘-\
-

A.  Administration. Thh‘é&slgkn regulations shall be administered by the Planning Director, who is
promulgate procedures

directed to enforce all provis'ixfms_pf the regulations. The Planning Director is authoriz

consistent with the purpose of thegé“‘reg‘ulations, and is further empowered to delegate the duties and powers

granted to, and imposed upon, him unde‘r"“rhe_sxe regulations.

g
B. Construction. Construction of all signs, and their\attagh s, is governed by the regulations of the Uniform

ity'of Sebastopol, and shall be inspected and approved
0

X

C. Notice and Removal of Nonpermiitted Signs. .'\“\\
1. The Planni g‘D{orshall cause to be removed any sign which has beéﬁ"egected without benefit of a

permit reqd%by the provisions of this chapter, or any sign which is materially, é'iecg_rically or structurally
defeetive, or any sign which has been abandoned, or any other sign prohibited by SMC 17.,120.040.

Building Code and these regulations, as adopted by t
by the Building Inspector.
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2. \The Planning Director shall prepare a notice which shall describe the sign and specify the violation 1

involved, and which shall state that if the sign is not removed or the violation is not corrected within 10 days,
said sign'shall be removed in accordance with the provisions of these regulations. The recipient of such
violation notjce may request a hearing on the matter within 10 days of receipt of the violation notice. SGch a

made in writing to the Planning Director.
/ofthe

request shall

3. Al violatioktices sent by the Planning Director shall be sent by certified mail to the ow

subject property, as Qcorded by the Sonoma County Assessor's Office, and to other such pa&ns as deemed
necessary by the Planning Director. Any time periods provided in this section shall commgnce on the date of
the receipt of the certifiechmail.

4. Any person having an interest in the sign or the property may request an administrative hearing on the
matter by filing a written requestto the Planning Director within 10 days afte;, e date of mailing the notice,

or 10 days after receipt of the notice if the notice was not mailed. if such a équest is made, the Planning

Director shall cause a hearing to beh Id within 30 days of the rece[i:7 he request.

5. The Planning Director may cause thesremoval of any sign whiz is located within the public right-of-way
or which is affixed to public property, for which prior written aprovaI has not been granted. The Planning
Director shall not be required to give notice pkor to such ren}o"val, and any notice, appeal, or other
enforcement provisions of this chapter shall no%apply. Thg;PIanning Director shall make a report of the cost

of removal, and the origin of said sign or other matter, gr{d shall forward a copy of that report to the City

Attorney to initiate recovery of such costs.

D. Removal of Dangerous Signs. When it is determinet/by the'Rlanning Director or other City agent that a sign
poses an imminent danger to the public safety, and’contact canriot readily be made with the property owner or
the sign owner, no written notice shall be served/ In this emergencysituation, the Planning Director or other City
agent may cause the immediate removal of adangerous sign without\notice.

E. Disposal of Removed Signs. Any sign}e{noved by the Planning Directowr other City agent pursuant to the
provisions of this chapter shall becom}a the property of the City, and may be\siisposed of in any manner deemed
appropriate by the City. The cost ofj{rémoval of the sign by the City shall be cohsidered a debt owed to the City by
r of the property and may be recovered in an appropriate court action by the
City or by assessment against tpe property as hereinafter provided. The cost of re\qoval shall include any and all

the owner of the sign and the ow

incidental expenses incurred/b'y the City in connection with the sign's removal. Whenjt is determined by the
Building Inspector that sai ’/sign would cause an imminent danger to the public safet;\and contact cannot be
made with a sign owner’or building owner, no written notice shall have to be served. In this emergency situation,
the Building Inspect/p may effect correction of the danger. \

F.  Penalties. An)/person(s) violating any of the provisions of these regulations shall be deem\e\d guilty of an
infraction and a ix person violating the same section or portion of these regulations on a second\or subsequent
occasion shall thereafter be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction of either an Tn?l’-gctfon ora

misdemeanory/shall be punishable as provided by law. (Ord. 1111, 2018) \\
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Disclaimer: The City Clerk’s Officed haﬂsﬁ@ioﬁlual ve;.\rsmn of the-Sebastopol }\(Iumqpal C}e\Users should contact
the City Clerk’s Office for ordinances passeo’subseq/ent to the ordinance crteg above. S

ebsite: Ci S a

Hosted by General Code.
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