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CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 
Meeting of Tuesday,  August 26, 2025 

 
Meeting Start Time:  6:00 pm 

 
Meeting to be held in Person and Virtual /Remote Participation 
In Person: 425 Morris Street, Sebastopol, CA  95472 
Zoom Link Below:  Zoom Link can be used for providing public comment 
Vimeo Link Below:   Vimeo is utilized for viewing only of meeting 
City Council is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 
Topic: City Council Meeting - August 26, 2025 
Time: Aug 26, 2025 06:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83103842254 
Meeting ID: 831 0384 2254 
Passcode: 137862 
--- 
One tap mobile 
+16694449171,,83103842254#,,,,*137862# US 
+16699006833,,83103842254#,,,,*137862# US (San Jose) 
Join instructions 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/83103842254/invitations?signature=PvbqwURS0otTAbyPIXYkScY-
m6gFDbBcqxaeKb3OFfY 
 
https://vimeo.com/event/5313918 
 
 

COUNCIL PROTOCOLS FOR MEETING: 
This in person and virtual/remote meeting is compliant with the Governor’s Executive Order allowing for a deviation of 
teleconference rules required by the Brown Act.  Traditional Brown Act and AB 2449 requirements can be utilized for all City 
Council meetings as long as required notice and posting is conducted per the Brown Act. 
Please Note the presiding member of the legislative body conducting a meeting or their designee may remove, or cause the 
removal of, an individual for disrupting the meeting.  “Disrupting” means engaging in behavior during a meeting of a 
legislative body that actually disrupts, disturbs, impedes, or renders infeasible the orderly conduct of the meeting. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Due to the length of recent City Council Meetings, it is strongly encouraged that written comments be submitted to the City 
Council by sending them by email to:  citycouncil@cityofsebastopol.gov with either General Public Comment Written in the 
Subject Line or the Specific Agenda Item Number or Title Written in the Subject Line.  Emails are distributed to the City Council 
as well as posted to the City Council meeting as public comment.  Public Comment questions may be directed to City staff for a 
response at a later time. 
 

mailto:mgourley@Cityofsebastopol.gov
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83103842254
https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/83103842254/invitations?signature=PvbqwURS0otTAbyPIXYkScY-m6gFDbBcqxaeKb3OFfY
https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/83103842254/invitations?signature=PvbqwURS0otTAbyPIXYkScY-m6gFDbBcqxaeKb3OFfY
https://vimeo.com/event/5313918
mailto:citycouncil@cityofsebastopol.gov


 

CALL TO ORDER 
ROLL CALL 
SALUTE TO THE FLAG  
REMOTE PARTICIPATION UNDER AB 2449 (IF NEEDED):  To consider and take action on any request from a Council Member to 
participate in a meeting remotely due to Just Cause or Emergency Circumstances pursuant to AB 2449 (Government Code Section 549539(f)). Assembly Bill 
2302 (2024) (“AB 2302”) revises rules for when members of local legislative bodies may participate in meetings remotely. Specifically, it amends the number 
of meetings that may be attended remotely for just cause and under emergency circumstances and clarifies the definition of the term “meeting,” for 
purposes of remote attendance.   AB 2302 caps the number of remote meetings a member can attend each year based on the frequency of a legislative 
body’s meetings: Five meetings per year for those meeting twice a month. 

 
STATEMENTS OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Conflicts of interest may arise in situations where a public official deliberating towards a 
decision, has an actual or potential financial interest in the matter before the Council. In accordance with state law, an actual conflict of interest is one that 
would be to the private financial benefit of a public official, a relative or a business with which the Councilmember is associated. A potential conflict of 
interest is one that could be to the private financial benefit of a Councilmember, a relative or a business with which the Councilmember is associated. A 
Councilmember must publicly announce potential and actual conflicts of interest, and, in the case of actual conflict of interest, must refrain from 
participating in debate on the issue or from voting on the issue and must remove themselves from the dais. 
 
REGULAR CALENDAR AGENDA ITEMS (DISCUSSION AND/OR ACTION): 

1. Consideration of Request from Vice Mayor McLewis for Excused Absence.  Approval of Resolution would 
approve the absences for Vice Mayor McLewis due to medical reasons.  This resolution will authorize the 
Vice Mayor’s continued service despite exceeding the 60-day consecutive absence limit outlined in 
Government Code section 36513 which states:  A councilmember's office becomes vacant if they are 
absent for 60 consecutive days without permission.  
Responsible Department:  City Attorney/Interim City Manager 
Fiscal Impact:  There is no fiscal impact with approval of this item. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT FOR CLOSED SESSION AGENDA ITEM: 
This public comment time is provided for members of the public to address the City Council regarding matters of 
municipal concern for the item listed below (maximum of three minutes per speaker) prior to adjournment into 
Closed Session. 
 
City Council Adjourn Into Closed Session on the Following Matter(s): 
CLOSED SESSION AGENDA ITEM(S): 

2. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNCIL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION                      
One (1) Case   
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(2) 

 
Adjournment of Closed Session  
Convene Open Session of the Special City Council Meeting  
Report out of Closed Session  
 
ADJOURNMENT OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
August 26, 2025 Special City Council Meeting will be adjourned to the next  Regular City Council Meeting of 
Tuesday, September 2, 2025 at 6:00 pm, Sebastopol Youth Annex, 425 Morris Street, Sebastopol, CA. 
 
American Disability Act Accommodations/Accessibility:  A request can be made orally or in writing, and submitted 
to the ADA Coordinator by email: building@cityofsebastopol.org  or to the City Clerk’s Office so as to avoid delay 
in reviewing and processing the request.  Requests can be made by contacting the ADA Coordinator’s Office at 
(707) 823-8597, via email at building@cityofsebastopol.org  or by mailing such a request to the ADA Coordinator’s 
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Office located at 7425 Bodega Avenue, Sebastopol, CA. Note that if you contact the ADA Coordinators Office, via 
mail, you need to make the request early enough that a response can be timely provided. 
 
 
SB 751 Legislative bodies of local agencies must publicly report: (1) any action taken and (2) the vote or 
abstention on each action taken by each member present for the action at a meeting. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this meeting, please contact the City at Email:  info@cityofsebastopol.org or 
citycouncil@cityofsebastopol.org or please call:  707-823-1153.    The public is advised that pursuant to 
Government Code section 54957.5 all writings submitted to the City Council are public records and will be made 
available for review at City Hall during normal business hours.  The Sebastopol City Council welcomes you in 
person or remotely to its meetings that are generally scheduled for the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of every month. Your 
interest and participation are encouraged and appreciated. 
 
Government Code Section 54953.   
(a) All meetings of the legislative body of a local agency shall be open and public, and all persons shall be 
permitted to attend any meeting of the legislative body of a local agency, except as otherwise provided in this 
chapter. 
(b)  
(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the legislative body of a local agency may use teleconferencing for 
the benefit of the public and the legislative body of a local agency in connection with any meeting or proceeding 
authorized by law. The teleconferenced meeting or proceeding shall comply with all requirements of this chapter 
and all otherwise applicable provisions of law relating to a specific type of meeting or proceeding. 
(2) Teleconferencing, as authorized by this section, may be used for all purposes in connection with any meeting 
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body. All votes taken during a teleconferenced meeting 
shall be by rollcall. 
 
There are times that the City Council open meetings may not be live streamed due to technical issues; if that is the 
case, the meeting will be video-taped and uploaded as soon as possible to the City Web Site. In the event of a 
disruption that prevents the legislative body from broadcasting the meeting to members of the public using the 
call-in option or internet-based service option, or in the event of a disruption within the local agency’s control that 
prevents members of the public from offering public comments using the call-in option or internet-based service 
option, the legislative body shall take no further action on items appearing on the meeting agenda until public 
access to the meeting via the call-in option or internet-based service option is restored. Actions taken on agenda 
items during a disruption that prevents the legislative body from broadcasting the meeting may be challenged 
pursuant to Section 54960.1. 
 
COUNCIL PROTOCOLS FOR MEETING RESTATED: 
This in person and virtual/remote meeting is compliant with the Governor’s Executive Order allowing for a 
deviation of teleconference rules required by the Brown Act.  Traditional Brown Act and AB 2449 requirements can 
be utilized for all City Council meetings as long as required notice and posting is conducted per the Brown Act. 
 
Please Note the presiding member of the legislative body conducting a meeting or their designee may remove, or 
cause the removal of, an individual for disrupting the meeting. 
 
Prior to removing an individual, the presiding member or their designee shall warn the individual that their 
behavior is disrupting the meeting and that their failure to cease their behavior may result in their removal. The 
presiding member or their designee may then remove the individual if they do not promptly cease their disruptive 

mailto:info@cityofsebastopol.org
mailto:citycouncil@cityofsebastopol.org


 

behavior. This paragraph does not apply to any behavior described in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of 
subdivision (b). 
(b) As used in this section: 
(1) “Disrupting” means engaging in behavior during a meeting of a legislative body that actually disrupts, disturbs, 
impedes, or renders infeasible the orderly conduct of the meeting and includes, but is not limited to, one of the 
following: 
(A) A failure to comply with reasonable and lawful regulations adopted by a legislative body pursuant to Section 
54954.3 or any other law. 
(B) Engaging in behavior that constitutes use of force or a true threat of force. 
(2) “True threat of force” means a threat that has sufficient indicia of intent and seriousness, that a reasonable 
observer would perceive it to be an actual threat to use force by the person making the threat. 
 
How can I provide Public Comment on Zoom? 
The Mayor will request public comment during the Public Comment period on the agenda and during each Public 
Hearing and Regular Calendar Item. Once the Mayor has announced the public comment period, please do one of 
the following. 
USING A COMPUTER OR SMART PHONE: 
• Click on the “Raise Hand” feature in the webinar controls. This will notify City staff that you have raised your 
hand and you would like to speak. 
• City staff will unmute your microphone when it is your turn to provide public comment. 
• A prompt will appear to confirm you would like to be unmuted. Once you accept the prompt, you will have two 
minutes to provide public comment. 
• Once your public comment has ended, you will be muted again. 
USING A REGULAR PHONE: 
• Dial *9 (star 9), this will notify City staff that you have “raised your hand” for public comment.  
• City staff will unmute your microphone when it is your turn to provide public comment. *6 (star 6) is used to 
mute/unmute. 
 
• You will hear “you are unmuted” and then you will have two minutes to provide public comment. 
• Once your public comment has ended, you will be muted again 
 
 
 
 
 


