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City of Sebastopol  
Design Review Board/Tree Board Staff Report 

 
Meeting Date:  October 28, 2025 
Agenda Item:  6A 
To:   Design Review Board    
From:   John Jay Contract Associate Planner/Christian Macke DRB member 
  
 
Subject:  Consideration of Amendments to Tree Ordinance   
Recommendation: Receive report and direct staff with next steps  
    
  
Introduction: 
The Sebastopol Tree Ordinance in many ways is outdated and needs to be updated to be 
compliant with new State Laws that have been passed since its adoption. With that, Board 
Member Macke has requested that staff agendize this discussion to the Board in a public forum 
to gauge board member support for the task. 
 
The intent behind the item today is to open the discussion on the ordinance, provide a 
recommendation to staff for next steps, and if the board feels it necessary to create a 
subcommittee to undertake the draft ordinance process. This subcommittee would work with 
Staff and other departments to draft the necessary language changes that would then be 
brought back before the board for modifications. Once that revised ordinance has been voted 
upon by the Board it would be brought forward to the City Council for an adoption hearing that 
would include two readings and 30 day period before the ordinance would be put into effect. 
 
 
Recommendation: 
Staff recommends that the Board discuss interest in the item and direct staff with next steps. If 
the board is in favor of moving this task forward, staff also recommends the board assign a 
subcommittee to accomplish this task. 
 
 
Attachments: 
Slide show 
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