Agenda Item Number: 1

CITY OF SEBASTOPOL CITY COUNCIL

AGENDA ITEM REPORT FOR MEETING OF: September 16, 2025
To: Honorable Mayor and City Councilmembers
From: Victoria Henkel, Permit Technician

Subject: Planning Commission Interviews
RECOMMENDATIONS:

The item is to request the Council conduct interviews for the two open positions on the Planning Commission.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

PLANNING COMMISSION -4 YEAR TERM

The Planning Commission meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month at 6:00 p.m. at the Sebastopol Youth
Annex, 425 Morris Street, Sebastopol, CA. Appointments are for four years, and the term ending dates for the
current vacancies are December 31, 2026, and December 31, 2027.

BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION:
Municipal Code Chapter 2.24, Planning Commission states for Members and Terms as follows:

A. The Commission shall consist of seven members or such other numbers as the City Council shall, from
time to time, determine by resolution, but in no event less than five members. An alternate may also be
appointed who may serve as a member in the absence of a regular member, or if there is a vacant
member position.

B. The members of the Commission and the alternate shall be from among residents of the City of
Sebastopol or shall be the owner of a business within the City of Sebastopol, and up to one person who is
not in one of the above categories, but who is a resident of the 95472-zip code area, may also be
appointed. Members and the alternate shall be appointed by a majority of the members of the City
Council.

C. Members shall serve at the pleasure of the City Council, and may be terminated without cause, by a
majority of the City Council.

D. Members shall not serve for more than four years unless reappointed by the City Council

E. Inthe event new Commissioners are appointed by reason of any increase in the number of the
Commission, they shall serve for such period of time as to provide for as close to equal a number of
commissioners being selected each year as possible.

F. Final determination of the length of the term of new members shall be determined by the City Council.

G. All terms of office shall commence on January 1st of the year of appointment.
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The current Planning Commission Members are as follows (highlighted members are those we need to replace):

PLANNING COMMISSION TERM ENDING DATE RESIDENT? AND/OR BUSINESS IN TOWN?
Paul Fritz, Chair 12/31/2028 Resident
Evert Fernandez, Vice-Chair 12/31/2027 Resident
Jennifer Koelemeijer 12/31/2028 Lives outside City Limits/Owns business within

City limits

Seth Hanley 12/31/2027 Resident
(Resigned May 31, 2025)
Kathy Oetinger 12/31/2026 Lives outside City Limits but within the school district
(Resigned August 31, 2025) boundaries (Sebastopol Union)

The City Council received five applications from the following individuals for the two openings on the Planning
Commission.

PLANNING COMMISSION RESIDENT? AND/OR BUSINESS IN TOWN?

Breanna Christenson Lives inside City limits/Business owner within City limits

Robin Rudderow Lives outside City limits but within the school district boundaries
(Gravenstein Union)

Kenna Lee Resident

Joan Harper Resident

Alex Kanzler Resident

15-minute interviews for the applicants are scheduled as follows:

PLANNING COMMISSION INTERVIEW:
Planning Commission (Two Seats Open)
Note: Interview times shown below are approximate and may start after the time indicated. The following

interviews will start at 6:00 pm:

Interview Time  Applicant Name Resident? And/or business in Town?

6:00 p.m. Breanna Christenson Lives inside City limits/Business owner within City limits

6:15 p.m. Robin Rudderow Lives outside City limits but within the school district boundaries
6:30 p.m. Kenna Lee Resident

6:45 p.m. Joan Harper Resident

7:00 p.m. Alex Kanzler Resident

STAFF ANALYSIS:

The City received five applications during the application period for the two openings. All applicants meet the
gualifications outlined in the Municipal Code. This agenda item provides an opportunity for the Council to
conduct interviews. If any seats remain unfilled following the interviews and appointments, City staff will re-
advertise the vacancies.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH:
This item has been noticed in accordance with the Ralph M. Brown Act and was available for public viewing and
review at least 72 hours prior to scheduled meeting date.

FISCAL IMPACT:
There is no direct fiscal impact associated with the recommended action tonight.

RESTATED RECOMMENDATION:
That the City Council conduct interviews for the open positions on the Planning Commission.

OPTIONS:
None. Item is for interviews only. Consideration of appointments will be later in the agenda

ATTACHMENTS:
Applications
APPROVALS:
Department Head Approval: Approval Date: 9-8-2025
CEQA Determination (Planning): Approval Date: 9/8/2025
The proposed action is not a project under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Administrative Services (Financial): Approval Date: 9-8-2025

Costs authorized in City Approved Budget: O Yes O No M N/A
Account Code (if applicable)

City Attorney Approval: Approval Date: N/A
City Manager Approval: Approval Date: Sep 8, 2025

Agenda Item Number: 1
City Council Meeting Packet of: September 16, 2025
30of 29



The members of the Commission shall be from:

o Residents of the City of Sebastopol

Agenda Item Number: 1

« Shall be the owner of a business within the City of Sebastopol and a resident of one of the
following school districts: Twin Hills, Sebastopol Union, and Gravenstein Union.

e Up to one person who is not in one of the above categories, but who is a resident of the area
served by one of the following school districts: Twin Hills, Sebastopol Union, and

Gravenstein Union, may also be appointed.

What category is being applied for?

O A resident of the City of Sebastopol.

E/Business owner within the City of Sebastopol and a resident of either Twin Hills, Sebastopol

Union, or Gravenstein Union school districts.

O A resident of the area served by either the Twin Hills, Sebastopol Union, or Gravenstein Union

school districts.

Name: Breanna Christenson

Home Address, City, State and Zip Code:

Home Phone Number: |||

If appointed, do you want this number to be visible to the public?
oYes oNo

Work Phone Number:
If appointed, do you want this number to be visible to the public?
es oNo

Facsimile Number:

If appointed, do you want this number to be visible to the public?
oYes oNo

e-wail Adcress

If appointed, do you want this address to be visible to the

pyblic?
vkles oNo

Q{]e you a registered voter in Sebastopol?
es oNo

Agenda Item Number: 1
City Council Meeting Packet of: September 16, 2025
4 of 29



Agenda Item Number: 1

If so, for how long? 3 years

Dy you hold a current business license from the City of Sebastopol?
es oNo

If so, for how long? _6 months

Have you attended a meeting of this body? When?

Not yet

Have you served on, interviewed for, or applied for this body previously?

oYes b&o

If so, when?

Present Employer:_Self Empoloyed - Breanna Christenson NMT,CMT

Job Title: Neuromuscular Massage Therapist - Owner

Have you previously served on any governmental bodies or held elected office? If so please list position
held and dates:

I have not had the pleasure to serve on any governmental bodies yet.

Please list civic or charitable organization to which you belong or have belonged:

Throughout my 12 years in practice, I’ve been committed to giving back by volunteering my skills to
numerous charitable and community-focused initiatives although not belonging to any specific organization.
After opening my office in Sebastopol, I have partnered with the VA to support our local vetran community!

Agenda Item Number: 1
City Council Meeting Packet of: September 16, 2025

5 of 29



Agenda Item Number: 1

Have you been an officer in any of these organizations? If so, please list position held and dates:

What special interests, skills and talents would you bring to this board, commission, or committee?

I have over a decade of experience running a local wellness small business, which has given me insight into
the ways city planning impacts both community wellbeing and small businesses. I also was a massage
therapy instructor for 7 years with National Holistic Institute; helping me to harness my attentively
empathetic communication, as well as a deep awareness for flexible and adaptable problem solving.

Please list any college, professional or vocational schools you have attended with major subject
studied, dates and any earned degrees:

Santa Rosa Junior College - AA 2012
National Holistic Institute - Neuromuscular Massage Therapist 2013
Siena Heights University - BS (in process)
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Please list any special awards or recognition you have received:

Please state why you would like to become a member of this board, commission or Committee,
including what specific objectives you would be working toward as a member of this body:

As a lifelong resident of Sebastopol whose family has lived here for generations, I bring a deep-rooted
understanding of our town’s unique character, history, and values. I’'m passionate about preserving
Sebastopol’s small-town charm and cultural identity while also supporting thoughtful, sustainable
growth that will benefit future generations.

I’m interested in joining the Planning Commission not only to contribute but to deepen my
understanding of local government and to stay more meaningfully connected with the decisions shaping

our community. I hope to be a thoughtful and responsive voice that represents the values and concerns
of fellow residents.

Are you associated with any organization/employment that might be deemed a conflict of interest in
performing your duties if appointed to this position?

oYes “No

If yes, please state name of organization/employment:

City policy directs all appointed, advisory body members not to vote on matters where there exists a
potential conflict of interest such as property ownership near a project, or a financial relationship with the
applicant. Would you be willing to abstain from voting if such a conflict arises?

M{(es oNo

How did you hear about this opening?
A friend sent me the posting through Sebastopol's website, Elissa Overton
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Is there any other information that you feel would be useful to the City Council in reviewing your
application and materials provided with the application?

I appreciate the opportunity to be considered and would be honored to serve my hometown in this
capacity. I bring a deep commitment to community wellbeing, a collaborative mindset, and a genuine
desire to learn and contribute. I’'m happy to provide any additional information or references if needed.

What do you think qualifies you to be appointed to this board/committee/commission?

My qualifications stem from my generational roots in Sebastopol and my professional background in
education, wellness, and community engagement, giving me a deep understanding of the town’s
values and a strong commitment to preserving its small-town charm while supporting sustainable
growth. Having never been in a government position, I feel like I will be coming in with the positive
influence of my fresh view on community driven topics.

Avre there particular issues you think the board/committee/commission should concentrate on?

I believe the current conversation regarding the sustainable transportation and mobiliy of dowtown is
incredibly important.

How should community comments be integrated into the board/committee/commission decision-making
process?

Community comments should play a key role in decision-making by bringing real-life perspectives to the
table. Listening openly and considering public input helps ensure decisions reflect community needs and
build trust in the process. While not every comment can directly shape an outcome, transparency about
how community input is reviewed and weighed builds trust and helps ensure that decisions are grounded
in the realities of those we serve.
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If appointed, how would you handle it if another board/committee/commission member vehemently

disagrees with your comments on a regular basis?
I would approach disagreements with respect and curiosity, aiming to understand the other member’s
perspective without taking it personally. Constructive dialogue is essential to good decision-making, and
our differing opinions can lead to better outcomes when handled with professionalism and a shared passion

to serving the community.

How would you handle a situation where a proposal comes before your board/committee/commission
that the City staff finds consistent with City policies and standards, but that you personally do not

support?
I would carefully review the proposal in the context of City policies and standards, while also reflecting

on my own concerns. If my personal views differ, I would aim to respectfully voice those concerns and
ask thoughtful questions to ensure all perspectives are considered. Ultimately, my role is to uphold the
City's policies and serve the public interest, even when that may differ from my personal opinion.

IZ I certify that I have thoroughly read and understand all material in this application.

Applicant’s Signature :3 LA WW}@

Applicant’s Name (PLEASE PRINT): Breanna Christenson

Date: 7/5/2025
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What category is being applied for?

O A resident of the City of Sebastopol.

[0 Business owner within the City of Sebastopol and a resident ot either Twin Hills, Sebastopol
Union, or Gravenstein Union school districts.

A resident of the area served by either the Twin Hills, Sebastopol Union, or Gravenstein Union
school districts.

Name:_  ROBIN RUDDEROW

Home Address, City, State and Zip Code:

Home Phone Number: _

If appointed, do you want this number to be visible to the
public? OYes '%No

Work Phone Number: ‘\)/ A
If appointed, do you want this number to be visible to the public?
oYes oNo

Facsimile Number: (\)/ A’

If appointed, do you want this number to be visible to the public?
oYes oNo

If appointed, do you want this address to be visible to the

7‘@ es oNo

Are you a registered voter in
Sebastopol? yQ es oNo

If so, for how long? 2 ' years

Do you hold a current business license from the City of
Sebastopol? oYes 0
If so, for how long?

Have you attended a meeting of this body? When? No.

Have you served on, interviewed for, or applied for this body previously? oYes oNo

f)
If so, when? Agenda Item Number: 1
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Present Employer: _

Job Title: Attorney

Have you previously served on any governmental bodies or held elected office? If so please list
position held and dates:

No.

Please list civie or charitable organization to which you belong or have belonged:
Rancho Bodega Historical Society, Inc., Bodega Bay, CA

Archivist — 2005 to present
Treasurer — 2009 to 2019
President — 2019 to 2024

CommonSpace Community Land Trust, Sebastopol, CA

Board member — 2018 to 2023
Treasurer — 2019 to 2023
Community outreach coordinator — 2025

California Community Land Trust Network

Policy committee member — 2020 to present
Legal technical assistance panel member — 2024 to present

Have you been an officer in any of these organizations? If so, please list position held and dates:

Please see above.

What special interests, skills and talents would you bring to this board, commission, or committee?

As a licensed California attorney since 1986, I bring the wisdom to discern the motivations of people and the patience
and clarity to respond to them according to their needs. My practice has primarily been in the fields of real property,
business and estate planning law, giving me a wealth of knowledge and experience to understand the transactions
before the Sebastopol Planning Commission.

I practiced in San Francisco until 2015, and I often represented developers, contractors, real estate brokers, and
homeowners. Many cases relied on my interpretation of Planning and Zoning Codes.

My word-smithing skills have been honed over time. As a litigator, I focused on presenting a clear message to my
reader, whether it be a judge, opposing counsel, or client. In transactions, [ thrive in creating contracts that accurately
reflect the intent of the parties and serve as guideposts in the performance of the contract. I write extensively on the
history of West County, especially the Rancho Bodega area, and enjoy writing in a style that is informative and

engaging.

I have been a student of nonviolent communication (“NVC™) since 2016 and 1 incorporate these concepts into my
daily life, reflecting on the feelings and needs of those around me, as well as my own.
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Please list any college, professional or vocational schools you have attended with major
subject studied, dates and any earned degrees:

Sonoma State College — 1976 — Psychology
Golden Gate University — 1984 — Juris Doctorate
Golden Gate University - 2005 - LLM, tax

Please list any special awards or recognition you have received:

N/A

Please state why you would like to become a member of this board, commission or
Committee, including what specific objectives you would be working toward as a member
of this body:

Between college and law school I lived in Sebastopol, from 1978 to 1981. I was a frequent
visitor to Sebastopol thereafter, coming to see friends, and my sister moved here in 1999, giving
me an opportunity to be more deeply connected to the town where my two nieces grew up. |
owned a home in Bodega Bay from 2005 to 2022, and Sebastopol was always the center of my
commercial universe. Seeking better weather, escape from overtourism, and wanting to live in
a more community-based environment, I joyfully returned to Sebastopol in February 2023.

I took on the role of community engagement coordinator with CommonSpace Community Land
Trust to promote the benefits of the community land trust model and to support the creation of
affordable housing within our rural community. As a member of the Planning Commission,
supporting affordable housing and housing for our workforce members, farmworkers, homeless
people, and trafficked and abused women will be important to me.

I welcome the opportunity for a role on the Planning Commission as a listener to hear how the
City of Sebastopol can best serve all of its residents and business partners.

Are you associated with any organization/employment that might be deemed a conflict of
interest in performing your duties if appointed to this position?

oYes \’é’\lo

If yes, please state name of organization/employment:

City policy directs all appointed, advisory body members not to vote on matters where there exists a
potential conflict of interest such as property ownership near a project, or a financial relationship
with the applicant. Would you be willing to abstain from voting if such a conflict arises?

‘ﬂes oNo

How did you hear about this opening?

A notice in the Press Democrat.

Is there any other information that you feel would be useful to the City Council in reviewing
your application and materials provided with the application?

I love to garden and be outdoors.
Agenda Item Number: 1
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What do you think qualifies you to be appointed to this board/committee/commission?

My legal background, community involvement, and desire to be fair.

Are there particular issues you think the board/committee/commission should concentrate on?

How to bring the Sebastopol community together to create affordable housing.

How should community comments be integrated into the board/committee/commission decision-
making process?

Community comments and concerns should weigh heavily in the decision-making process.

If appointed, how would you handle it if another board/committee/commission member
vehemently disagrees with your comments on a regular basis?

I will make an effort to listen and understand their position and explain my position.

How would you handle a situation where a proposal comes before your
board/committee/commission that the City staff finds consistent with City policies and
standards, but that you personally do not support?

After making sure I understand the policies/standards and my personal opposition to them, I would seek out
the input of other decision makers regarding amending the policies/standards.

B{ertify that I have thoroughly read and understand all material in this application.
Applicant’s Signature : mm GJZM O Q)‘S

Applicant’s Name (PLEASE PRINT): ROBIN RUDDEROW

Date: c? /ﬁ‘/wz b/
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I'he members of the Commission shall be from:
» Residents of the City of Sebastopol

« Shall be the owner of a business within the City of Sebastopol and a resident of one of the
following school districts: Twin Hills, Sebastopol Union, and Gravenstein Union.

« Up to one person who is not in one of the above categories, but who is a resident of the area
served by one of the following school districts: Twin Hills, Sebastopol Union, and
Gravenstein Union, may also be appointed.

What category is being applied for?

I'_’éasideni of the City of Sebastopol.

O Business owner within the City of Sebastopol and a resident of either Twin Hills, Sebastopol
Union, or Gravenstein Union school districts.

O A resident of the area served by either the Twin Hills, Sebastopol Union, or Gravenstein Union
school districts.

Name: \.ACIA na Ll'&
Home Address, City, State and Zip Code:

Home Phone Number:_

If appointed, do you want this number to be visible to the public?
oYes o

Work Phone Number: '\‘ \A’
If appointed, do you want this number to be visible to the public?
oYes oNo

Facsimile Number: F( \A'
If appointed, do you want this number to be visible to the public?
oYes oNo

If appointed, do you want this address to be visible to the

public?

/bYes oNo

Are you a registered voter in Sebastopol?
ﬁ es oNo
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If so, for howlong? 1 WY10W- W\%J[L M'fﬂ LIM‘\L{ X L[
diida Cﬂj hWoautsr & Z1 jﬂf

Do you hold a current business license from the City of Sebastopol?
oYes 0

If so, for howlong?

Have you attended a meeting of this body? When?

W, UM * peire

Have you served on, interviewed for, or applied for this body previously?

oYes )No

If so, when?

Present Emplwer_

Job Title: L2 #Mﬁ'}{/‘l J%f&éiéﬁm Cimaty MWW-Q«U
/Mdjd“ /ﬂiﬁlam fﬂ&m&ﬁk

Have you previously served on any governmental bodies or held elected office? If so please list position
held and dates:

Sl Uty Ahon (Comnutler  2020- covrent™

Please list civic or charitable organization to which you belong or have belonged:

250 SONovnie
Seonstugel  West 100
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Have you been an officer in any of these organizations? If so, please list position held and dates:

T

What special interests, skills and talents would you bring to this board, commission, or committee?

AL s tarndi of oureevnt & /)VUJ(,M‘CJ impacty
of tlinat o prblbit bualtt and hovo
i b envirun prust ¢ Aéaw‘f/ W'ﬁbﬂ tfes Thoeso
irnya s,

Please list any college, professional or vocational schools you have attended with major subject
studied, dates and any earned degrees:

‘/A«U Univerhdy, ©OA Theatre Spndies 129/

SSU, BSN (Nwriiag) zo0S

Yol Schoo/ g Pedolic Heatth, Cothiali in
i mah MM-jL + Haman Health, 2020

Johns Hppkins Wﬂmko\j Sthag| of Poablic
Healtn, Mastes o Hopliid Scna, 2024
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Please list any special awards or recognition you have received:

o [

Please state why you would like to become a member of this board, commission or Committee,
including what specific objectives you would be working toward as a member of this body:

/ bobcvc, “hat % mo aM»\ a o ls 0l
ube fv pwr fom ):Z. In eJ‘&/c/;Mf m?/u.;#a/j
b&(;t/hwgv browlh € vl b nens mmmw
T attrolals W nth rmpkwvﬂf
pinuples  embed ' %AJTU Ctimad, “Action
vtk sdd o ﬁlew U Snnl, pm,ﬁwim{j ;9
w2419 achve fm!pm:* Pw‘hbu_

Are you associated with any organization/employment that might be deemed a conflict of interest in
performing your duties if appointed to this position?

oYes )ﬂ"o

If yes, please state name of organization/employment:

City policy directs all appointed, advisory body members not to vote on matters where there exists a
potential conflict of interest such as property ownership near a project, or a financial relationship with the
applicant. Would you be willing to abstain from voting if such a conflict arises?

)@( es oNo

How did you hear about this opening?

Wovd o ponth
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Is there any other information that you feel would be useful to the City Council in reviewing your
application and materials provided with the application?

no

What do you think qualifies you to be appointed to this board/committee/commission?

fn rvw’ wovle at CDPH, [ wovk wnath éaoufdw./ ¢ u/y
plarrnt o tollaberatt o pnblic fralth (sines /
alSo fud that fhe W ot Lhaltyo] CAC shodd
Covnrnd 567 v

Are there particular issues you think the board/committee/commission should concentrate on?
Long-Heann  Livesaby Lk, wagp e domn
Cam ke nNurtid  Thoogl, ﬂfﬂ«wﬂw%ﬂ the Lon I+
nmntonnead  fir walkab: Ly, pPhnalab Lk, +
elinan e bien(e. L

How should community comments be integrated into the board/committee/commission decision-making
process?

/bvl N?/hj vean S pa!?f}ya —~ mwhﬂw 4 on §7 At oy
2% bothh it ¢ rebbald pwb(n’c ot a5
well a0 proa thve d{vwmw‘*y Y AGe et
%M% ry\f.j'ux. At ety s
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If appointed, how would you handle it if another board/committee/commission member vehemently
disagrees with your comments on a regular basis?

’l’hmvﬁln genuine enosihg mboont the valets
and  perspedivis ey kmvﬁ o He fable osnd
(‘&SPLUf'M, prfessivnal  dinlssq. (And nay bt
OCMLHM/‘? o Cochefnd after e rm—u‘wj)

How would you handle a situation where a proposal comes before your board/committee/commission
that the City staff finds consistent with City policies and standards, but that you personally do not
support?

[ frdnde ifs  (mpatart b refpect STad
oﬂ@v\h’}o wWha'l b/v(_nm.a‘n% H parpor + bl
o7 AI/WVHM'SQM’ s | woeunld -{nﬂu_ﬁ,c_ I
dials§ abot my havations ot wlhiaalily
M#A%W,ﬂm%mw} ot g Gy
Igot.u'm.

ﬁ'l certify that I have thoroughly read and understand all material in this application.

Applicant’s Signature : /?F\
o

Applicant’s Name (PLEASE PRINT): Lee

Date: 4{2/25/
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The members of the Commission shall be from:

o Residents of the City of Sebastopol
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o Shall be the owner of a business within the City of Sebastopol and a resident of one of the
following school districts: Twin Hills, Sebastopol Union, and Gravenstein Union.

e Up to one person who is not in one of the above categories, but who is a resident of the area
served by one of the following school districts: Twin Hills, Sebastopol Union, and

Gravenstein Union, may also be appointed.

What category is being applied for?

X A resident of the City of Sebastopol.

O Business owner within the City of Sebastopol and a resident of either Twin Hills, Sebastopol

Union, or Gravenstein Union school districts.

O A resident of the area served by either the Twin Hills, Sebastopol Union, or Gravenstein Union

school districts.

Name: Joan Harper

Home Address, City1 State and Zii Code:

Home Phone Number: _

If appointed, do you want this number to be visible to the public?
oYes xNo

Work Phone Number:_

If appointed, do you want this number to be visible to the public?
oYes xNo

Facsimile Number: N/A

If appointed, do you want this number to be visible to the public?
oYes oNo

E-Mail Address: I

If appointed, do you want this address to be visible to the

public?
oYes xNo

Are you a registered voter in Sebastopol?
XYes oNo
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If so, for how long? _7 years, approx.

Do you hold a current business license from the City of Sebastopol?
oYes XNo

If so, for how long? __ Not applicable.

Have you attended a meeting of this body? When?

Yes. A couple of times in the last 6 months.

Have you served on, interviewed for, or applied for thighedy previously?

oYes xXNo

If so, when?

Present Employer: | NG

Job Title:  Tribal Treasurer

Have you previously served on any governmental bodies or held elected office? If so please list position
held and dates:

Tribal Treasurer, Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria, January 2020 - present.

Please list civic or charitable organization to which you belong or have belonged:

Not applicable
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Have you been an officer in any of these organizations? If so, please list position held and dates:

Not applicable

What special interests, skills and talents would you bring to this board, commission, or committee?

| am interested in all aspects of community planning. | have 25 years of public and private sector
work experience as a planner in the areas of long-range community planning, land-use legislation,
environmental review, historic preservation, and transportation planning.

Please list any college, professional or vocational schools you have attended with major subject
studied, dates and any earned degrees:

University of Hawaii, American Studies, Doctor of Philosophy, 2012.
University of Hawaii, Graduate Certificate in Historic Preservation 2002.
University of Hawaii, American Studies, Master of Arts, 2001.

San Diego State University, Master of City Planning, 1987.

Humboldt State University, Natural Resources Planning & Interpretation, Bachelor of Science, 1979.
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Please list any special awards or recognition you have received:

| am a member of the American Institute of Certified Planners

Please state why you would like to become a member of this board, commission or Committee,
including what specific objectives you would be working toward as a member of this body:

| am interested in becoming a member of the Planning Commission because I'd like to use my
experience and knowledge in the field of planning to serve my community. As a member of the
planning commission | would work toward the objective of helping to ensure that planning commission
recommendations are fully vetted and are informed by sound analysis and careful consideration of
community concerns.

Are you associated with any organization/employment that might be deemed a conflict of interest in
performing your duties if appointed to this position?

oYes XNo

If yes, please state name oforganization/employment:__Not applicable

City policy directs all appointed, advisory body members not to vote on matters where there exists a
potential conflict of interest such as property ownership near a project, or a financial relationship with the
applicant. Would you be willing to abstain from voting if such a conflict arises?

XiYes oNo

How did you hear about this opening?
| spotted the announcement on the City’s planning department website.
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Is there any other information that you feel would be useful to the City Council in reviewing your
application and materials provided with the application?

I've lived in Sebastopol for the last 7 years, and although I'm a relative new comer to the community, |
have long-standing familial ties to the area. My grandfather was born in Sebastopol in 1901 and before
that my ancestors lived in areas now located in and around Sebastopol and Sonoma county. My family’s
long association with Sebastopol and the surrounding area informs my interest in helping to ensure that
the area will forever remain a vibrant community that sustains a high quality of life for its residents.

What do you think qualifies you to be appointed to this board/committee/commission?

| feel | am qualified to be appointed to the Planning Commission because | am a resident of
Sebastopol and because I'm very interested in serving my community by attending planning
commission meetings, reviewing reports and studying the issues, and by asking and listening
carefully to the concerns of others in order to work toward the common goal of helping to ensure a
high quality of life for people who live in, work in, and visit the community.

Are there particular issues you think the board/committee/commission should concentrate on?

| don’t have specific recommendations about what the Commission should concentrate on but |
imagine planning-related policy and urban design issues that address the transportation, safety,
housing, commercial, and parks and open space needs of the community will be among some of
the top issues and concerns that would be considered.

How should community comments be integrated into the board/committee/commission decision-making
process?

Community comments should be carefully considered by commissioners to determine how and if public comments and
concerns have been, can be, or should be addressed within the context of the recommendations that the Commission
makes to staff and the City Council. An essential part of this process is for the Commission to hold public hearings to
help ensure that community members have an opportunity to learn about and provide input on planning policies and
proposals that affect their community.
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If appointed, how would you handle it if another board/committee/commission member vehemently
disagrees with your comments on a regular basis?

| would listen carefully, try to keep an open mind, take notes, and if appropriate, verbally
acknowledge points of agreement and disagreement. In my experience, healthy discussion
can help to ensure that issues are fully vetted and can lead to solid if not very good project
outcomes. Above all | would focus on fulfilling my responsibilities as a commissioner and
always be respectful of all commission members and their opinions.

How would you handle a situation where a proposal comes before your board/committee/commission
that the City staff finds consistent with City policies and standards, but that you personally do not
support?

| would voice my concern and initiate a discussion in the hope that all parties involved would have an
opportunity to weigh in on the issue. If my concern is valid and shared by others, | would hope that the
commission would consider making a recommendation to support the proposal because it meets the
City’s policies and standards and because it also incorporates conditions or modifications that address
concerns that are in the best interest(s) of the City and the people of Sebastopol.

I certify that I have thoroughly read and understand all material in this application.

Applicant’s Signature : /4&- %}M

Applicant’s Name (PLEASE PRINT): Joan Harper

Date: 9/2/2025
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The members of the Commission shall be from:

*  Residents of the City of Sebastopol

Agenda Iltem Number: 1

- Shall be the owner of a business within the City of Sebastopol and a resident of one of the
following school districts: Twin Hills, Sebastopol Union, and Gravenstein Union.
Up to one person who is not in one of the above categories, but who is a resident of the area
served by one of the following school districts: Twin Hills, Sebastopol Union, and

Gravenstein Union, may also be appointed.

What category is being applied for?

,K/A resident of the City of Sebastopol.

O Business owner within the City of Sebastopol and a resident of either Twin Hills, Sebastopol

Union, or Gravenstein Union school districts.

O A resident of the area served by either the Twin Hills, Sebastopol Union, or Gravenstein Union

school districts.

Name: Alex Kanzler

Home Address, City, State and Zip Code: _

Home Phone Number: _

If appointed, do you want this number to be visible to the public?
oYes 0

Work Phone Number:_

If appointed, do you want this number to be visible to the public?
oYes M\Jo

Facsimile Number: n/a
If appointed, do you want this nuber to be visible to the public?
oYes oNo /'/}?4'

£-Mail Address: |

If appointed, do you want this address to be visible to the

public?

oYes Xﬂ'\l 0

Are you a registered voter in Sebastopol?

Yes oNo
If so, for how long? ~/ Z z ( %’ '5

Do you hold a current business license from the City of Sebastopol?

oYes 0
If so, for how loAg?
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Have you attended a meeting of this body? When? Yes, March 12, 2024

Have you served on, interviewed for, or applied for this body previously?

oYes 0
If so, when?

Present Employer: |

Job Title: Director of Winemaking

Have you previously served on any governmental bodies or held elected office? If so please list
position held and dates: n/a

Please list civic or charitable organization to which you belong or have belonged:
-Russian River Valley Winegrowers

-Sonoma County Winegrowers

-Sonoma County Vintners

-Sebastopol Hills Winegrowers

-Sonoma County Farm Bureau

-Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity, Colorado Chi

-Student Ambassador, University of Colorado, Boulder.

Have you been an officer in any of these organizations? If so, please list position held and dates:

-Russian River Valley Winegrowers, Board of Directors. 2017-2019.
-Sonoma County Winegrowers, Alternate Commissioner. Presently.

What special interests, skills and talents would you bring to this board, commission, or
committee?

- Keen listener, eager to learn, passion for asking questions.

- Fair and open minded

- Deep experience and commitment to community.

- Very well-informed on local issues

- Comfortable public speaker

- Obsessive about organization and efficiency

- Active and effective communicator

Please list any college, professional or vocational schools you have attended with major subject
studied, dates and any earned degrees:

-University of Colorado, Boulder. 2004-2008.

B.A. History, May 2008.

B.A. Sociology, May 2008.

-Sonoma State University Wine Business Institute
Certificate in Wine Entrepreneurship, March 2024

Please list any special awards or recognition you have received:
Sonoma County Harvest Fair: Outstanding Young Farmer.
San Francisco Chronicle: Winemaker to Watch
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Please state why you would like to become a member of this board, commission or Committee,
including what specific objectives you would be working toward as a member of this body:
I'd like to be a Planning Commission for the City of Sebastopol because I have a deep commitment to this
community and want to see it thrive. I've lived in Sebastopol practically my entire life. I attended Apple
Blossom Elementary, Twin Hills Middle and graduated from Analy High School. I have a small business
(Kanzler Vineyards) in Sebastopol and many life-long friends here. I'd like to work towards making
Sebastopol more accessible to young families by making housing more available and affordabie.

Are you associated with any organization/employment that might be deemed a conflict of interest in
performing your duties if appointed to this position?
oYes o}

City policy directs all appointed, advisory body members not to vote on matters where there exists a
potential conflict of interest such as property ownership near a project, or a financial relationship with the
%vplicant. Would you be willing to abstain from voting if such a conflict arises?
es oNo

How did you hear about this opening? Social Media.

Is there any other information that you feel would be useful to the City Council in reviewing your
application and materials provided with the application? n/a

What do you think qualifies you to be appointed to this board/committee/commission?

Experience, knowledge, temperament and critical thinking.

I have experience with formal meetings of various kinds. I understand what it means to have an official title
representing an organization much greater than myself. I understand that I'm a servant and that the needs
and goals of the community are greater than my own. I’ve lived in this community for most of my life and
have awareness on it’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats. I can contribute fresh eyes and an
open mind.

Are there particular issues you think the board/committee/commission should concentrate on?

In my opinion, the commission should be focused on 3 things:

1. Increase the housing supply

2. Increase the tax base

3. Accomplish the above while maintaining the character and charm of the town. own.

How should community comments be integrated into the board/committee/commission decision-
making process?

The commission represents the community and therefor community comments are integral to the
decision making process. The community should have ample, even generous time and setting to make
their comments heard. That said, a wrong decision is still sometimes better than no decision so at an
appropriate point the community comment window must be closed and a decision made with the best
possible information and discussion.
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If appointed, how would you handle it if another board/committee/commission member
vehemently disagrees with your comments on a regular basis?
Interesting question. If it were vehement disagreement on a regular basis in public meetings I would of
course maintain my composure, maintain the courtesy and professionalism of the commission and
maintain the agenda of the meeting. I'd then ask the board/committee/commission member if we could
speak about our disagreements in private and seek common ground. However, I wouldn’t expect a
commuission to have 100% agreement on much, that’d be a poorly functioning commission. At the end
there are multiple commissions and binding votes for a reason, so agree-to-disagree and moving on to
other issues is what would be needed.

How would you handle a situation where a proposal comes before your
board/committee/commission that the City staff finds consistent with City policies and standards,
but that you personally do not support?

As mentioned above, what’s best for the community is what should be advanced. If a proposal is
both consistent with policy/standards and the community supports it, then I would consider it my
responsibility as a volunteer, appointed commissioner (as opposed to an elected official) to go with
popular support—as opposed to a “vote my conscious”.

[le certify that I have thoroughly;re;z and understand all material in this application.

Applicant’s Signature : W

Applicant’s Name (PLEASE PRINT) /4 6 AN /L /7 7 L&‘/
Date: 7- Z ~ ZO Z *S
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