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City of Sebastopol  
Design Review Board/Tree Board Staff Report 

 
Meeting Date:  September 24th, 2024  
Agenda Item:  7A 
To:   Design Review & Tree Board   
From:   John Jay, Associate Planner   
 
Subject:  Sign Exception  
Recommendation: Approval with Conditions  
Applicant/Owner: Scott AG, LLC / Barney Aldridge  
File Number:  2024-031  
Address:  6700 Sebastopol Avenue, Building I  
CEQA Status:  Exempt  
General Plan:  Light Industrial (LI)  
Zoning:  Commercial Industrial (CM)  
  
Introduction: 
The applicant Scott AG is proposing signage for the new Cock Robin restaurant at 6700 
Sebastopol Avenue located in the Barlow Marketplace. 
 
Project Description: 
This project proposes to add new signage to the former Seismic Brewing restaurant. The 
applicants are proposing the following signage below: 

• One externally-illuminated wall mounted sign – 12’-0” x 6’-5 3/4” (136.75 sf) 

• One non-illuminated wall mounted sign: 4’-6” x 5’-6” (18.5 sf) 

• One non-illuminated wall mounted sign: 4’-5” x 6’-0” (26.5 sf) 

• One non-illuminated wall mounted sign: 9’-8” x 2’-0” (19.5 sf) 
 
Environmental Review: 
This project is categorically exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental 
Quality Act, pursuant to Section 15311, Class 11, in that it involves the installation of on-
premises signage.  
 
General Plan Consistency: 
The General Plan Land Use Designation for the site is Light Industrial. The project does not 
have any land use implications because it only involves the installation of signage. The 
application is subject to the following General Plan goal and policy: 
 
Land Use Element 
 
Policy 28: Rehabilitate Existing Commercial Buildings: Rehabilitate existing commercial 
buildings and retrofit them to meet current market needs and code requirements 
The project is consistent with this goal and policy in that it involves the revitalization of a 
commercial development through signage improvements. 
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Zoning Ordinance Consistency: 
Signage Exceptions: 
As outlined in SMC section 17.120.020 sign exceptions are allowed provided that the 
application materials show that: 

a. The exception will allow a unique sign of exceptional design or style that will enhance 
the area or building, or that will be a visible landmark; or 

 
b. The exception will allow a sign that is more consistent with the architecture and 
development of the site, or site context, or is appropriate given the nature of the 
business; or 

 
c. The granting of the exception will not constitute the granting of a special privilege 
inconsistent with the sign limitations upon other properties in the same vicinity and 
district. 

 
Public Comment: 
No public comments have been received as of the writing of this staff report. 
 
City Departmental Comment: 
The Planning Department routed this project to the various city departments, and those 
departments did not provide any comments for the project. 
  
Required Findings: 
Section 17.230.020.B.2 of the Zoning Ordinance states that the Design Review Board may 
grant a Sign Exception based on the following criteria: 

a) The exception will allow a unique sign of exceptional design or style that will enhance 
the area or building, or that will be a visible landmark; 

b) The exception will allow a sign that is more consistent with the architecture and 
development of the site; or site context; or is appropriate given the nature of the 
business; 

c) The granting of the exception will not constitute the granting of a special privilege 
inconsistent with the sign limitations upon other properties in the same vicinity and Zone 
District. 

 
Analysis: 
The applicant Scott AG, LLC submitted a Sign Permit application on behalf of Barney Aldridge 
on June 27, 2024, for four wall-mounted signs at 6700 Sebastopol Avenue, Building I, located at 
the Barlow Marketplace. The Barlow has a sign program in place that shows a demarcation that 
clearly marks Building I as an “Anchor Tenant” which is a tenant between 3000 and 4,999 sq. ft 
of gross leasable area. Anchor tenants are allowed 75 sq. ft. of signage on their primary 
business elevation and may increase sign allowance by 25% (93.75 sq. ft.) if they have more 
than two frontages, as this building is at the corner of Sebastopol Ave and Morris Street the 
additional 25% sign allowance is granted. The Sign Program also states that signs may only 
include the Tenant’s business name and logo while product offerings, taglines, and marketing 
slogans will not be allowed.  
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As stated within the approved sign program, no one sign shall be larger than 93.75 sq. ft. and 
this project includes a single sign of 136 sq. ft and thus would require approval from the Design 
Review Board.  
 
Per Section 17.120.020(A)(3): Replacement sign(s) which are part of an approved sign program 
for a shopping center or multi-tenant building, and which conform to said program. Replacement 
signs which do not conform to the approved sign program are subject to review by the Design 
Review Board. There are also two wall-mounted signs titled “Burgers” and “Chicken” which 
conflict with the Barlow’s sign program’s guidelines that state signs with product offerings are 
not allowed. Staff feel that the approval of an exception may be appropriate due to signs 
bringing a visible landmark to the site and it is appropriate given the nature of the restaurant. 
 
  
Recommendation: 
Staff recommends that the Board either approve the sign exception based on the facts, findings, 
and analysis set forth in this staff report, and subject to the conditions of approval outlined. 
 
Exceptions would include: 

• (1) One wall-mounted sign – 136.75 sq. ft.  

• (2) Two wall-mounted signs labeled “Burger” and “Chicken” respectively 
 
Or request revisions to the proposed signage as listed in the Sign Program which would make 
the application eligible for administrative review as it would meet the parameters set in place by 
the Barlow Marketplace.  
 
Attachments: 
Application Materials 
Sign Program 
Exhibit A – Findings for Approval 
Exhibit B – Conditions of Approval 
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City  of  Sebastopol
PLANNING SUBMITTAL

July  03 ,  2024

PROJECT INFORMATION

ADDRESS:

APN:

ZONING:

MSP REFERENCE:

TOTAL SQUARE FOOTAGE:

6700 SEBASTOPOL AVE. SEBASTOPOL, CALIFORNIA 95472

004-750-001 

CM (COMMERCIAL DISTRICT)

THE BARLOW MASTER SIGN PROGRAM (MAJOR TENANT)

6,529 SF

6700  Sebastopol  Ave
Sebastopol ,  Cal i forn ia  95472

0.0

0.1

0.2

0.3

1.0

2.0

2.1

3.0

Site Map / Sign Locations

Elevations / North + East

Elevations / South

Sign Matrix / Primary Exterior Signage

A - Primary Brand Wall Sign

B1 - Secondary Brand Directional Wall Sign

B2 - Secondary Brand Wall Sign

C - Burgers & Chicken Wall Sign

C O N T E N T S

RESTAURANT

N

Cock Robin is a new restaurant at The Barlow Marketplace 

proposed by Aldridge Development. 

The project is requesting specific signage to be in line 

with the brand and provide clear identification for 

vehicular and pedestrian traffic.

This document provides an outline of signage being 

proposed for proper functioning of the project at its 

opening and into the future. Project identification and 

wayfinding signage designs are included.  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
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1275 NORTH DUTTON AVE
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Contractors License #972537

PROJECT
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COCK ROBIN RESTAURANT
6700 SEBASTOPOL AVE.
SEBASTOPOL, CA 95472

SCOTTAG PROJECT #5656-200
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Barney@aldridgedevelopment.net
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Primary Brand Wall Sign, Bird A

Secondary Brand Directional Wall SignB1

Secondary Brand Wall SignB2

Burgers + Chicken Wall SignC
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1.0
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SIGN NAME

PROJECT SIGNAGE / The Barlow Building ! - 6700 Sebastopol
Major Tenant at The Barlow: A tenant with over 5,000 square feet of leasable area.

259.75 s.f.Total Proposed

312.5 s.f.
Total Allowed

(Per The Barlow Master Sign Program, revised 07/24/2014
Planning File No. 2014-65)

1 wall sign                                                                               externally-illuminated                     See page 1.1       136.75 s.f.      136.75 s.f.

1 wall sign                                                                               non-illuminated                               4’-6” x 5’-6”            18.5 s.f.        18.5 s.f.

1 wall sign                                                                               non-illuminated                               4’-5” x 6’-0”            26.5 s.f.        26.5 s.f.

4 wall sign                                                                               non-illuminated                               9’-8” x 2’-0”             19.5 s.f.        78 s.f.

Primary Exterior Signage

0.3

Sign Matrix

Primary Brand Wall Sign, Bird A

Secondary Brand Directional Wall SignB1

Secondary Brand Directional Wall SignB2

Burgers + Chicken Wall SignC

Major Tenants will be allowed 250 sq. ft. of signage on their 
primary business elevation. Major tenants who have 

frontage on more than one primary street or project frontage 
may increase their sign allowance by 25 % (312.5 sq. ft.) 

and split that allowance between the 2 frontages. No single 
sign shall be allowed over 250 sq. ft. without City of 

Sebastopol Design Review Board review and approval.
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6'-5 3/4"

12'-0"

6'-9"

13'-2 3/4"

6'-7"

122.5 sf

136.75 sf

2 sf

5.75 sf

6.5 sf

TOTAL

CHICKEN

LETTERS
1/8” cut aluminum, painted
flush-mounted to corrugated metal siding

LETTERS
1” deep fabricated metal letters, painted PMS 7499 C
drop shade letters painted black on oval back panel

OVAL
1/8” aluminum, painted brand red
match to PMS 180 C
flush-mounted to corrugated metal siding

BIRD
1/8” aluminum, painted
various colors as shown

FRONT VIEW
Scale: 3/8” = 1’-0”

FRONT VIEW
Scale: 3/4” = 1’-0”

3'-8 1/2"
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1'-0"
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18.5 sf

PANEL
1/8” aluminum, painted
with 2-dimensional digitally printed graphics
clear coat over top

RIDER
1/8” aluminum, painted to match MPS 340 C
screenprinted or digitally printed copy

FRONT VIEW
Scale: 3/4” = 1’-0”

SIDE VIEW
Scale: 3/4” = 1’-0”
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4'-6"

9 1/4"

3'-3 3/4"

1/8"
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PANEL
1/8” aluminum, painted
with 2-dimensional digitally printed graphics
clear coat over top
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CHICKENBURGERS
FRONT VIEW

Scale: 1/2” = 1’-0”
FRONT VIEW
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PANEL
1/8” aluminum, painted PMS 340 C
face painted PMS 7499 C
with spray & mask red border (180 C)
black vinyl copy

19.5 sf each

9'-8" 9'-8"

2'-0"2'-0"

BUILDING ELEVATION / South
Scale: 3/16” = 1’-0”

BUILDING ELEVATION / North
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EXHIBIT A 
RECOMMENDED FINDINGS OF APPROVAL 

Cock Robin Restaurant  
6700 Sebastopol Avenue, Building I 
APN 004-750-001, File #2024-031 

 
Based on the evidence in the public record, the Design Review Board finds that: 

 
1. This project is categorically exempt from the requirements of the California 

Environmental Quality Act, pursuant to Section 15311, Class 11, in that it involves the 
installation of on-premises signage. 

 
2. The Design Review Board has determined the project is consistent with the criteria 

found in Section 17.130.020.B.3 of the Zoning Ordinance, which requires that signage 
meet one or more of these criteria for the granting of a Sign Exception as follows: 

a. The exception will allow a unique sign of exceptional design or style that will 
enhance the area or building, or that will be a visible landmark. This criterion is 
met. This criterion is met, in that that the logo is unique in its style and will create 
a visible landmark. 

b. The exception will allow a sign that is more consistent with the architecture and 
development of the site; or site context; or is appropriate given the nature of the 
business.  This Criterion is met, in that it is appropriate given the nature of the 
business as the logo adds visibility to the site and is consistent with its intended 
use. 

c. The granting of the exception will not constitute the granting of a special privilege 
inconsistent with the sign limitations upon other properties in the same vicinity 
and Zone District, in that the signage exception is based on allowing additional 
square footage that is still consistent with the site context and surrounding 
development and approving signage displaying product offerings.  

 

 
 

 
 



EXHIBIT B 
RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

Cock Robin Restaurant  
6700 Sebastopol Avenue, Building I 
APN 004-750-001, File #2024-031 

 

 
1. Plans and elevations shall be in substantial conformance with plans prepared by David 

Ford, and stamped received on June 27, 2024, and on file at the City of Sebastopol 
Planning Department. 

 
2. All construction shall conform to the approved plans, unless the design is modified by 

the Design Review Board. The applicant shall obtain a Building Permit prior to the 
commencement of construction activities. 

 
3. The City of Sebastopol and its agents, officers and employees shall be defended, 

indemnified, and held harmless from any claim, action or proceedings against the City, 
or its agents, officers and employees to attach, set aside, void, or annul the approval of 
this application or the environmental determination which accompanies it, or which 
otherwise arises out of or in connection with the City’s action on this application, 
including but not limited to, damages, costs, expenses, attorney’s fees, or expert witness 
fees.  

 
4. The Planning Director shall interpret applicable requirements in the event of any 

redundancy or conflict in the conditions of approval.  
 

5. An Encroachment Permit may be required prior to signs installations. Please contact the 
Engineering Department at (707) 823-2151, prior to installation, if work will be performed 
or materials placed in the public right-of-way. 
 

6. Approval is valid for three (3) years, except that the applicant may request a one (1) year 
extension of this approval from the Planning Director, pursuant to Section 17.400.100 of 
the Zoning Ordinance. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 


