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Public Arts Committee Staff Report

Meeting Date: February 3, 2021

Agenda Item: 6A

To: Public Arts Committee

From: Ives Park Subcommittee (Planning Commission)

Subject: Discussion of Art Opportunities in lves Park and other City Parks and
Locations

Recommendation: Discuss with the Subcommittee members

Introduction:

The Planning Commission would like to learn more about the work and mission of the
Public Arts Committee and to support public art in our parks. The Planning Commission
is also the Parks Commission. We have a wonderful parks system and want to continue
supporting and upgrading our public parks, particularly lves Park.

Discussion:

As lves Park hosts many public events, is located downtown, contains the Arts Center
and is walkable to many downtown neighborhoods, we see it as a key arts and culture
location in Sebastopol and downtown highlight.

At this point, the Planning Commission has formed an Ilves Park Subcommittee which is
focused on improving the public's experience at lves Park. The Commission is greatly
looking forward to the installation of the sculpture garden and thanks the Public Arts
Committee for supporting this project and bringing it to fruition through their hard work
and vision.

We would like to hear if there is more potential for public art at Ives Park. We have been
discussing a mural around Ives pool. As we will soon have the sculpture garden at the
High Street entrance, it might be compelling to have a sculpture at the Jewell Street
entrance as a kind of visual continuation of the sculptures on High Street and to
establish the park as also a place of art and nature.

The Ives Park Master Plan also indicates that the three main access points into lves
Park from the surrounding neighborhoods: one on each of Jewell Ave, Willow St, and S.
High St could be opportunities for entry features/sculptures. All entry features would



work to strengthen the park’s identity and highlight the importance of the major park
entrances.

We have also discussed ideas of sculpture that could be used at the trail entrances
within the Laguna to amplify the connection between nature and human creativity. It
could be a compelling statement to have artwork at all the entrances to the Laguna
which highlight the natural world and the ways in which it is interpreted by contemporary
artists.

Attachments:

Ives Park Master Plan Diagram

You can see examples of this in Andy Goldsworthy's work in the Presidio.
https://www.presidio.gov/places/andy-goldsworthys-wood-line
https://www.presidio.gov/places/andy-goldsworthys-spire
https://www.presidio.gov/places/andy-goldsworthys-earth-wall
https://www.presidio.gov/places-internal/Shared%20Documents/Goldsworthy-
Brochure.pdf
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