
CITY OF SEBASTOPOL

ZERO WASTE APPLICATION FOR EVENTS 
Submit minimum 30 days prior to event 

● Events in Sebastopol with food or beverage vendors or providers must submit a Zero Waste plan as
part of the permit application.

● All events in Sebastopol are required to recycle and compost as per state laws AB 341 and AB 1826
● Events are strongly encouraged to use 100% reusables for food service ware. If disposables are

chosen, they need to comply with City of Sebastopol Event Food Service Ware Requirements for Vendors

Vendor compliance  Waste Diversion Hierarchy  
❏ We recommend that you fine vendors (or collect a security

deposit prior to the event) for unclean booths or compost/
recycling contamination.

Failure to comply with the requirements outlined in this application 
could result in increased fees or denial of future permit 
applications. 

Thank you for helping Sebastopol meet its Zero Waste goals!

Attachments to Submit with this Application 
Attach to the following documents to this application: 

❏ Signed copies of City of Sebastopol Event Food Service Ware Requirements for Vendors  from 
each vendor who will be present at your event

❏ Letter from Recology showing proof of garbage, recycling, and compost services
-OR-  
Letter from an event greener (see list in “Resources” section) 

Food and Drink Service Ware at Event 
● Events are strongly encouraged to use 100% reusables for food service ware, if disposables 

are chosen, they need to comply with City of Sebastopol Event Food Service Ware 
Requirements for Vendors

● List the reusable food service ware that will be used at your event (i.e: glass cups, metal 
cutlery, fabric tablecloths, etc): 

● Plastic bottled water sales and distribution is prohibited (no plastic water bottles under 1
gallon)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sxdnmI4SnsrCkzZuAUlVKt7BZX3loFpWwNyOLbQoldg/edit?usp=sharing
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○ It is recommended that event promoters contract with a water station provider and
encourage their attendees to bring personal refillable water bottles.  If cups are
provided at the water station, they must be uncoated, compostable paper cups.  (See
examples in “Resources” section).

 Describe your plan for drinking water available at the event: 

 Zero Waste Plan 
❏ Hire an event greener to make a zero-waste plan that complies with guidelines, or
❏ Consult with the Recology Waste Zero team to ensure your employee or volunteer-run plan 

complies with guidelines below.  (Recology Sonoma-Marin Waste Zero Specialist  contact: 
Ambrosia Thomson (707) 291-8652, athomson@recology.com) 

I. Compost/ Recycling/ Garbage stations (“Zero Waste” stations)
At least 2 weeks prior to the event, contact Recology to order trash, composting, and recycling 
collection services, which can include debris boxes, event boxes or containers:
(recology.com/recology-sonoma-marin/event-services/ )

A. Each Zero Waste Station must include Compost, Recycle, and Garbage grouped 
together.  These Zero Waste Stations must be placed in convenient locations with clear 
and identifiable signage: blue for recyclables, green for compost, gray for garbage
(landfill).

1. Borrow signs from Recology (contact Waste Zero Specialist Ambrosia Thompson 
athomson@recology.com, or download signage on Recology Event Services website: 
https://www.recology.com/recology-sonoma-marin/event-services/

B. There should be no stand-alone trash bins.
C. How many compost/recycling/ garbage stations will your event have?_________

1. Where will the stations be located?  Attach map or give description of locations. 

2. If you are ordering large compost/ recycle/ garbage dumpsters from Recology,
when and how will material be transported from recycling/composting stations to 
these dumpsters? (Note:If you are using rolling carts, place them out on the curb after 
the event and Recology will pick them up there).

a) Bins should be labeled “Compost,” “Recycle,” or “Landfill” and locked after
event is finished.

https://www.recology.com/recology-sonoma-marin/event-services/
https://www.recology.com/recology-sonoma-marin/event-services/
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D. Describe your plan to monitor the Zero Waste Stations to ensure that attendees place
items in the correct bin (e.g., volunteers, employees, or event greener employees will 
staff each waste station),  It is recommended that you have a volunteer or employee 
standing by each waste station at all times to help patrons sort their waste:

1. How will you train vendors/janitorial staff/volunteers so that they know what
materials go to compost, recycle, or garbage?

II. Leftover food and used cooking oil
A. Unserved, leftover food from vendors can be donated to Sonoma Food Runners

a local organization that distributes food to the hungry.  Contact prior to your event to 
arrange pick up. June Michaels (707) 596-8711, sonomafoodrunners.org. 

B. Post-consumer food scraps can be donated to a local pig farmer instead of going to 
compost. See “Resources” section for list of farms.

C. Vendors must remove all cooking grease and oil away from event.  See “Resources” 
section for organizations that pick up cooking oil for recycling into biodiesel fuel.

III. Other ways your event is working to reduce garbage
A. Purchase your event inventory around waste prevention.

1. How are you limiting the number of giveaways (i.e. free samples, paper fliers) 
and/or making sure your giveaways are durable/reusable, recyclable or 
compostable? 

2. Ensure that all items purchased (banners, display materials, operational materials,
etc.)  are reusable, recyclable, or truly compostable.  If this is an annual event, 
consider leaving date off of materials so that they can be used again for years 
to come.

B. Events must include “eco message” in  promotional materials. Example: “We are striving 
for zero waste at the event. Please bring your own reusable waterbottle, cup, and 
utensil/cutlery set”.

1. What "eco message" will you use? 

2. Where will this message be displayed (fliers, website, facebook event page, etc)?

https://www.sonomafoodrunners.org/


Resources 

Recology  
Recology is the waste hauler for Sebastopol. 

- Contact Recology Event Services to  order trash, composting, and recycling collection 
services, which can include debris boxes, event boxes or containers, :
recology.com/recology-sonoma-marin/event-services/

- To borrow a set of Recology's waste station signs, contact Recology Sonoma-Marin Waste  
Zero Specialist: Ambrosia Thompson athomson@recology.com , or download signs from the Recology 
Event Services website :
https://www.recology.com/recology-sonoma-marin/event-services/

- If you are not hiring an event greener, consult with the Recology Waste Zero team to ensure 
your employee-run or volunteer-run plan complies with permit guidelines.  (contact Recology 
Sonoma-Marin Waste Zero Specialist Ambrosia Thomson: athomson@recology.com) 

Event Greeners 
The following organizations provide event composting and recycling services for a fee. This 
may include set up monitoring of compost/ recycle/ garbage stations, transferring material from 
stations to large debris boxes, and post-event clean-up. 

● Green Mary / Mary Munat (707) 548-7582, mary@greenmary.com, http://greenmary.com/
● Waste Busters Inc, / Michael Siminitus (510) 473-2087, Michael@wastebusters.info

www.wastebusters.info
● Right Cycle/  Tomer Shapira  (310) 779-7421  tomer.rightcycle@gmail.com
● Clean Vibes/  Anna Borofsky (802) 238-9143 • Mobile   annab@cleanvibes.com

Water Stations 
The sale or distribution of single-use plastic water bottles is prohibited.  The following are some 
companies that market various hydration stations (i.e., station where attendees can fill their 
water bottles with filtered water) for events.  
If you provide cups at the water stations you must use compostable paper cups  
(cups without moisture barrier) such as these wax-free paper cone cups  or paper 
cone cups  . 

● Hydrologic Water Treatment Services 
Tony Pagliaro tony@hydrologicwater.comcastbiz.net

● US Pure Water / Michael Levine (415) 272-3288, events@uspw.net,
https://www.uspw.net/events---hydration-stations.html

● WasteBusters / Michael Siminitus (530) 219-3676, Michael@wastebusters.info 
https://www.wastebusters.info/ 

Reusable Drink and Dishware. 
The following companies offer reusable drink and dishware options for events: 
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● Sudbusters, Inc.  www.sudbusters.com  offers reusable cup and plate rental/ exchange on-site 
at events. Contact  Michael Siminitus Michael@Sudbusters.com (510) 473-2087

● Green Mary / Mary Munat has an extensive rental library of food service ware (cups, wine 
glasses, plates, utensils, serving dishes, table clothes, etc). (707) 548-7582, 
mary@greenmary.com, http://greenmary.com/

● The Rental Place, (Sebastopol) rents food service ware including cups, wine glasses, plates, 
utensils/cutlery, serving dishes, etc.  https://therentalplace.com/ 

Food Donations 
● Unserved, leftover food from vendors can be donated to Sonoma Food Runners, a local 

organization that distributes food to the hungry. June Michaels (707) 596-8711, 
sonomafoodrunners.org. Contact prior to event to arrange pick up.

● Leftover food scraps from patrons can be donated to a pig farmer 

Used Cooking Oil 
These organizations pick up used cooking oil and recycle it into biodiesel fuel.  Arrange pick-up 
ahead of event:  

● Northbay Restaurant Services:  (707) 824-9737
https://northbayrestaurantservices.com/services/cooking-oil-recycling/

● Or Green Mary / Mary Munat (707) 548-7582, mary@greenmary.com, http://greenmary.com/

LOCAL LAW THAT APPLIES TO EVENTS: 
Sebastopol Polystyrene Ban and disposable food service ware ordinance : 
sebastopol.municipal.codes/SMC/8.36.010 
Municipal Code 8.36 

● Polystyrene (styrofoam) food serviceware and sales prohibited: “Food providers shall not sell,
hand out, give away, distribute or otherwise make available for public or customer use
prepared food in disposable food service ware that contains polystyrene foam.” Section
8.36.030

● All food service ware take-out containers must be recyclable or compostable:  (See list of
permitted food service ware at end of document): “All food providers utilizing any disposable
food service ware shall use, when such products are commercially available, a compostable
product that is accepted at local compost facilities or recyclable product.” Section 8.36.060

● “All food providers shall only provide lids, cutlery, to-go condiment packages, and paper
straws upon request of customers.” Section 8.36.060

● Plastic straws banned (paper straws permitted).
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