RESOLUTION NUMBER 6528-2023

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEBASTOPOL IN SUPPORT OF THE NON-VIOLENT
ACTIVISTS WHO ATTEMPT TO EXPOSE THE CONDITIONS OF ANIMALS IN FACTORY FARMS

WHEREAS, it is a well-established scientific fact, as supported by 2,500 studies exploring animal cognition,
that nonhuman animals have-emotions, personalities, and the ability to feel pain, fear, and stress[1]; and

WHEREAS, an international group of prominent neurological scientists issued the Cambridge Declaration of
Consciousness in 2012, stating that nonhuman animals are conscious beings capable of feeling emotional
states such as pain, stating:

"The weight of evidence indicates that humans are not unique in possessing the neurological substrates that
generate consciousness. Nonhuman animals, including all mammals and birds, and many other creatures,
including octopuses, also possess these neurological substrates[2]; and

WHEREAS, the public in California cares deeply about nonhuman animals raised in commercial operations, as
evidenced by, among other things, the passage by 62.66% of voters of Proposition 12 in 2018, which
established new standards for confinement of farm animals and banned noncomplying products[3]; and

WHEREAS, California's animal cruelty statute, California Penal Code Section 597 et seq., does not contain an
animal husbandry exemption and thus covers cruelty inflicted on nonhuman animals raised in commercial
operations; and

WHEREAS, California Penal Code Section 597(b) makes it a crime to torture, torment, deprive of necessary
sustenance, drink, or shelter any animal, or cause any animal to be so tortured, tormented, deprived of
necessary sustenance, drink, or shelter,[4] where the words "torment" and "torture" include "every act,
omission, or neglect whereby unnecessary or unjustifiable physical pain or suffering is caused or
permitted([5]"; and

WHEREAS, California Penal Code Section 597(e) makes it a crime to hold a domestic animal in confinement
without providing the animal with sufficient food and water, and also provides a legal defense against the
claim of trespass to anyone who enters the area where the domestic animal is confined for the purpose of
providing food and water[6]; and

WHEREAS, the massive scale and industrialization of modern commercial animal operations leads to
increasing numbers of animals suffering from starvation or dehydration, including piglets, turkey chicks, and
egg-laying hens[7]; and

WHEREAS, notwithstanding the fact that leaving nonhuman animals to starve to death violates industry
standards[8] and California law, commercial animal operations sometimes allow nonhuman animals to die of
thirst or hunger when they are too sick or injured to reach food or water[3]; and

WHEREAS, some consumers care deeply about nonhuman animals and are willing to pay a significant
premium to purchase animal products from suppliers they believe have treated animals humanely; and

WHEREAS, companies that supply animal products have been known to portray their treatment of nonhuman
animals in a substantially more favorable light than the reality; and

WHEREAS, little or no enforcement of California's animal cruelty statute occurs with respect to nonhuman
animals raised in commercial operations; and



WHEREAS, peaceful activists have attempted to bring violations by commercial animal operations of
California's animal cruelty statute to the attention of the public as well as law and regulatory enforcement
agencies, including video and photographic evidence of animals caught in wire cages and left with large,
untreated sores, and animals who had died of thirst, starvation, injury, or illness whose bodies were lying
among the living; and

WHEREAS, 148 activists have been arrested in Sonoma County while trying to document the conditions of
commercial animal operations and rescue nonhuman animals therein from thirst, starvation, injury, and
iliness; and

WHEREAS, four of those activists currently face felony charges in Sonoma County in connection with those
investigations and rescues, and additional activists face misdemeanor charges for the same; and

WHEREAS, the act of investigating the conditions of commercial animal eperations and exposing abuses to
the public and to law enforcement, and providing relief to nonhuman animals who are thirsty, starving,
injured, or sick, is in the interests of both those individual animals and the public that cares about them.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council hereby declares that the individuals being
prosecuted in Sonoma County were acting under California Penal Code 597(e) to provide domestic animals
with sufficient food and water and attempting to expose the abuses of nonhuman animals in commercial
animal operations; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council encourages the Sonoma County District Attorney to dismiss
such prosecution or exercise leniency, and to devote the resources that could be saved from these actions to
instead investigate and prosecute potential violations of the law in commercial animal operations in Sonoma
County; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council encourages law and regulatory enforcement agencies in
California, including the California Attorney General and the California Department of Food and Agriculture,
to investigate and prosecute potential violations of the law in commercial animal operations throughout
California; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council urges the California State Legislature to pass laws expanding
the protection of nonhuman animals raised in commercial animal operations; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council affirms the commitment of the Sebastopol City Council to the
protection of all nonhuman animals; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to Sonoma County Assistant Sheriff Jim
Naugle, Sonoma County District Attorney Carla Rodriguez, Sonoma County Deputy District Attorney Robert
Waner, Assemblymember Stephanie Nguyen, State Senator Mike McGuire, Representative Mike Thompson,
Senator Diane Feinstein, and California Attorney General Rob Bonta.

IN COUNCIL DULY PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 2™ day of May 2023.

|, the undersigned, hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly adopted by the City of Sebastopol
City Council by the following vote:



VOTE:

Ayes: Councilmembers Maurer, Zollman and Vice Mayor Hinton
Noes: Councilmember McLewis and Mayor Hinton

Absent: None

Abstain: None

/D»Mé”wéw%”’ﬁ
APPROVED:

Diana Rich, Vice Mayor
ATTEST: Q/ﬁ? é &W

Mary Gourle¥, Assistaht City Manager/City Clerk, MMC

APPROVED AS TO FORM: %

Larry ughlin, City Attorney
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