
 
RESOLUTION NO. 6375-2021 

 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEBASTOPOL IN SUPPORT OF THE SONOMA 
COUNTY REGIONAL PARKS FOR THE PETALUMA SEBASTOPOL TRAIL PROJECT 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Sebastopol completed a comprehensive General Plan update with adoption of a 
new General Plan on November 15, 2016; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA, codified at Public Resources Code 
§ 21000 et seq.) and the State CEQA Guidelines (14 CCR, § 15000 et seq.), on November 15, 2016, the 
City Council certified and adopted an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Sebastopol General Plan 
(the “Project”; State Clearinghouse No. 2016032001); and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed Petaluma-Sebastopol Trail project is consistent with the following General Plan 
Circulation Element Goals, Policies and Actions: 
 
Goal CIR 1: Provide a Transportation System that Promotes the Use of Alternatives to the Single- 
Occupant Vehicle and Facilitates the Efficient and Environmentally Responsible Movement of People and 
Goods Within and Through the City of Sebastopol. 
 
Policy CIR 1-2: Ensure that the City’s circulation network is a well-connected system of streets, roads, 
sidewalks, and paths that effectively accommodates vehicular and non-vehicular traffic roadway users. 
 
Policy CIR 1-3: Regard the quality of life in Sebastopol, maintaining its special small-town character, and 
providing a safety network of pedestrian and bicycle facilities as more important than accommodating 
vehicle circulation. 
 
Policy CIR 1-12: Provide high quality regular maintenance for existing and future transportation facilities 
including streets, sidewalks, and paths. 
 
Action CIR 1a: The City shall cooperate with other jurisdictions in Sonoma County to reduce 
transportation congestion through the following actions: 
Coordinate with the County of Sonoma including the Parks & Recreation Department in efforts to expand 
regional bicycle and pedestrian networks to meet anticipated demands 
 
Action CIR 1n: Create incentives for proposed development to incorporate measures to reduce vehicle 
trips, such as mixed use projects and including bicycle and pedestrian facilities in the development plans 
and connections to existing bicycle and pedestrian facilities. 
 
Action CIR 1r: Coordinate with Caltrans to implement traffic calming, vehicle safety, and 
bicycle/pedestrian network improvements throughout Sebastopol. And, 
 
WHEREAS, the Petaluma-Sebastopol Trail project is consistent with City Council Goals: Goal 3- Maintain, 
Enhance, and Increase Park-land in the City of Sebastopol, and Goal 4 – Maintain and Enhance the City of 
Sebastopol as a walkable/bike-able community; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has been a partner to the Sonoma County Regional Parks in the development 
of the Feasibility Study since October 21, 2014, when it committed funding to the planning effort  
and provided a letter of support from the Mayor; and, 



 
WHEREAS, the City Council heard a presentation of the final Petaluma – Sebastopol Trail and heard  
public comment at its September 7, 2021 meeting. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Sebastopol City Council hereby adopts a Resolution  
Of Support for the implementation of the Petaluma Sebastopol Trail. 
 
The above and foregoing Resolution was duly passed, approved, and adopted at a meeting by the City 
Council on the 7th day of September 2021, by the following vote: 
 
VOTE: 
Ayes:  Councilmembers Hinton, Rich, Slayter, Vice Mayor Gurney and Mayor Glass 
Noes:  None 
Absent: None 
Abstain: None 
 
 
       
   APPROVED: __________________________________________ 
       Mayor  Una Glass 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________________________________________ 
            Mary Gourley, Assistant City Manager/City Clerk, MMC 
 
                                                             
APPROVED AS TO FORM: _______________________________________________ 
          Larry McLaughlin, City Attorney 
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I encourage you to consider a revision to the Sebastopol Petaluma Trail route. A change from the end of the 

Joe Rodota Trail to Bloomfield Road could make this two mile segment considerably more desirable, far safer, and 

actually support your recreational goal for this trail. A potential beautiful trail path runs along the edge of the 

Laguna to the Bloomfield intersection where it could continue on along Hwy 116. This portion of the current trail 

plan needs improvement, and it appears relatively easy to change.  

 

Safer 

It would make this segment far safer. This Laguna segments would cross only one back road. Contrast this with the 

current Hwy 116 trail plan. If you include the portion of the route going through the City of Sebastopol, one must 

cross; 16 road intersections, 49 commercial driveways, and 28 residential driveways.*   

 

Recreation 

The recreation advantage should be obvious. The route is scenic with beautiful wide open space and creeks.** Plus 

this trail could easily connect to several other existing trails and future trails shown in your Master Plan. No one is 

going to walk or bike the current 116 route for recreation. Many will enjoy the Laguna route. 

   

Cost 

As to cost. It is likely a fraction of building the Class 1 trail at the edge of 116. The planned trail segment will 

require undergrounding a significant amount of drainage channels, relocation of power poles, dealing with far 

more easements, safety measures at the many intersections and numerous commercial driveways. Added is the 

additional cost of doing this work all at the highway's edge. By contrast the land on this alternate route is nearly all 

publicly owned. It would require only four private property easements that appear to have no use issues that 

would cause owner objections. 

 

From your presentation to the Sebastopol Planning Commission you indicated that no consideration was given to a 

trail in this area. Please look into this possibility .There is such opportunity here to create something desirable and 

beautiful. Much of Sebastopol and beyond would greatly appreciate this change. I hope you will pursue it. I have 

detailed maps, video and other information that may help you envision this possibility. 

 

Lynn Deedler 

 

____________________________________________________ 

 

*Commerial driveways include single buinesses to shopping center driveways. Residential driveways includes 

single family homes to 60 unit buildings. 

 

**The popular Laguna Wetlands Trail and Sebastopol Laguna Preserve Trails across Hwy 12 go through 

similar landscape. These were among the least expensive trails to develop in the County. An easy connection to 

both these trails can be made. 

 

 

Publicly owned open land extending to the edge of Sebastopol and the Joe Rodota Trail 
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Open private properties extending to the Bloomfield Road Hwy 116 traffic signal intersection. 

The road below is the only road the revised route would cross.  
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